
IDP Early Years

“A Practitioner Asks”
	QUESTION


	PAGE NO

	A child has just started in my setting and he doesn’t make any eye contact with me.  He also likes to play with the train set all the time and doesn’t take any notice of the other children.  Does this mean he’s autistic?
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	At what age can a child be diagnosed as having autism?
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	I’ve heard that there are now many more children with autism than a few years ago, Is this true? 
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	Is it true that autism is not recognised in some countries?
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	The Dad of a child with autism in my setting says that his son behaves much more like a typical child at home rather than in nursery.  Do you think it is just wishful thinking, and what should I say to him?
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	I’ve heard that children with autism can’t make friends.  Is this true? 
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	I know that children with autism find change difficult.  Does this mean that the child’s key person should be the only person who works with them?
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	A speech and language therapist has suggested that we use a visual timetable with a child with autism in our setting?  What is this, and how does it work?
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	A child with autism in my Reception class gets very distressed whenever there’s any loud noise, such as a banging drum or a child shouting.  What should I do?
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	I’ve Heard that you shouldn’t have any pictures or displays on the walls in our setting if you have a child with autism.  Is this true?
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	The Dad of a child with autism in my setting says that his son behaves much more like a typical child at home rather than in nursery.  Do you think it is just wishful thinking, and what should I say to him?


	Page No 21 

	I’ve heard that children with autism can’t make friends.  Is this true? 


	Page No 24 

	I know that children with autism find change difficult.  Does this mean that the child’s key person should be the only person who works with them?


	Page No 28 

	A speech and language therapist has suggested that we use a visual timetable with a child with autism in our setting?  What is this, and how does it work?


	Page No 32



Possible activities at home:/


Joint activities involving movement - 'Twister', dance mat.


Physical apparatus - 


Swing, rebounder





Observed interests/


patterns of behaviour at school:


Swinging, spinning


Physical contact
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Observed interests/


patterns of behaviour at home:


Stacking blocks and simple puzzles


Keys and handbags


Toy duck


'Bus bag'





Name:


Sally


Interests:


Music


Keys and


Toy duck








Problem solving, reasoning and numeracy


Using plastic keys for sorting, matching, posting


Counting songs


Music to aid learning concepts


Money in the purse


Form boards and simple puzzles








Knowledge and understanding of the world


Use the handbag contents - what are they for, make and match associations


Purse and money for counting and matching


Keys and locks games - finding a fit


Use 'bus bag' activity to prepare for other activities and build anticipation





Physical development


Timed movement


Use physical activity before tasks need concentration


Sequences to refine and co-ordinate movements


Music and movement tapes


Dance sequences


Rough and tumble games





Creative development


Key and lock mazes


Using music to evoke images - painting, drawing, colouring





Communication, language and literacy


Using symbols to initiate requests and make choices


Visual symbol timetable


Singing and learning new songs


Use of 1-2 information carrying words to make requests of her





Personal, social and emotional development


Making a connection with others


Joining in and inviting others to join her


Helping at home - cooking, laundry, garden


Pictorial sequences and learning songs
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