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Inclusion Development Programme Primary/Secondary

Dyslexia barriers – secondary
	Reading
	Writing
	Numeracy/Time
	Behaviour
	General

	Hesitant, slow when reading aloud
	Poor handwriting still with some  reversals and badly-formed letters
	Finds it hard to remember tables
	Appears disorganised and forgetful, e.g. homework, meetings, sports kit
	Continues to confuse left/right

	Omits, repeats or adds words
	Handwriting may be neat but slow
	Finds any kind of sequencing hard
	May appear immature
	Has difficulty learning modern foreign languages

	May read at a reasonable rate but comprehension is weak 
	Presentation may be messy, with spellings crossed out several times
	Finds symbols confusing, e.g. + with x; = with - and ÷
	May act as the class clown or be disruptive or withdrawn
	Difficulty with word finding

	Does not recognise familiar words
	The same word may be spelt differently several times in a piece of work
	Can grasp the higher mathematical concepts but finds simple mental calculations very difficult
	Becomes very tired due to the amount of effort and concentration required (research has shown that the dyslexic brain works four times harder than the non-dyslexic brain when processing language-based information)
	Difficulties with speed of information processing – needs time to think through answers to questions

	May miss a line or repeat a line
	Discrepancy in standard compared with oral work
	Misreads written questions
	May have difficulty reading body language and relating to other people
	Cannot ‘hold’ a series of instructions

	Loses his/her place, or needs to use a finger or marker to follow the text
	Problems with punctuation and grammar
	Finds mental arithmetic hard, especially when under time pressure
	Often in the wrong place at the wrong time
	Cannot follow, and therefore understand, complicated questions

	Finds it hard to pick out the main point of the passage
	May write a lot but drifts off the point
	Finds it hard to learn/memorise formulae
	Has good days and bad days
	

	Is not confident in using a dictionary, thesaurus, directory
	Writes very little – does not extend/elaborate
	
	
	

	
	Difficulty taking notes in class
	
	
	

	
	Difficulty with organisation of work
	
	
	

	
	Finds it hard to complete work on time
	
	
	

	
	Has it in his/her head, but cannot get it onto the paper
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