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Inclusion Development Programme Primary/Secondary

Dyslexia barriers – primary

	Reading
	Writing
	Numeracy/Time
	Skills
	Behaviour/Concentration
	General

	Makes poor progress with reading, especially when using a look and say method
	Poor standard of work compared with oral ability
	Confusion with number order, e.g. units, tens, hundreds
	Poor motor skills – weaknesses in speed, control, accuracy
	Uses work avoidance tactics such as sharpening pencils, looking for books
	Speed of processing

	Has difficulty blending letters together 
	Produces messy work with lots of crossings out; words may be tried out several times
	Finds symbols confusing, e.g. + with x; = with - and ÷
	Limited understanding of non-verbal communication 
	Is easily distracted
	Poor concentration

	Has difficulty with the structure of words – knowing where to divide into syllables, recognising prefixes and suffixes
	Often confused by similar letter shapes e.g. b/d, p/g, p/q, n/u, m/w
	Difficulty learning sequences, e.g. times tables, days of week, months of year


	Confusion of left/right, up/down, etc.
	May appear to be ‘dreaming’ instead of listening
	Difficulty following instructions

	Difficulty with pronunciation of longer words
	Poor handwriting with reversals and badly-formed letters
	Difficulty in learning to tell the time, especially with analogue clocks
	May be unsure of hand preference
	May act as the class clown or be disruptive or withdrawn
	Word finding difficulties

	Does not recognise familiar words
	Spells a word several ways in one piece of writing
	Poor timekeeping and awareness of time passing
	Has good days and bad days
	Becomes very tired due to the amount of effort and concentration required (research has shown that the dyslexic brain works four times harder than the non-dyslexic brain when processing language-based information) 
	Forgetful of words

	Poor expression,

hesitant, slow when reading aloud which can lead to poor comprehension of text and losing the point of the story
	Has the right letters in a word but in the wrong order
	Poor personal organisation and limited abilities to set work out clearly on a page
	
	
	Does not like change, e.g. a supply teacher covering for their class teacher

	Cannot pick out the most important points from a passage
	Written work badly set out – wanders away from the margin
	Difficulty remembering what day of the week it is, birth dates, seasons, months
	
	
	

	Misses out words or adds words when reading text
	Uses phonetic and bizarre spelling
	Difficulty with concepts, e.g. yesterday, today, tomorrow, above, below, etc.
	
	
	


00070-2008DVD-EN





© Crown copyright 2008




