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	Take part in Bee Scene in 2011

	October 2010


Over 2000 primary school children across England took part in a Bee Scene expedition between April and August 2010 to decide whether their local green space was good for bumblebees or not. Their decision was based on an assessment of the wildflowers they could spot in their local spaces. Many schools went beyond their school grounds, exploring local woods, fields, parks and nature reserves. 

The survey will be running again in 2011 when new supporting materials will be available online from mid March 2011. We are giving schools in England the opportunity to new supporting materials and stickers – of which only a limited number will be available. You can find out more about the survey by visiting www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/beescene and downloading the Bee Scene feedback report. To receive free resources download the resource application form and return a completed form to us by January 31st 2011. 

Bee Scene is a national survey designed especially for primary school children. The survey is simple to complete and provides an easy way for children to become citizen scientists and contribute to monitoring the natural environment. 
 
Notes

1) For more information, please contact:
Felicity Harris Wild About Plants Project Manager T 01722 342740 email felicity.harris@plantlife.org.uk
Sue Nottingham Press Office T 01722 342757 / T 0786 1655438
2) The survey is supported by an education pack with additional cross curricular activities to support teachers to lead a Bee Scene expedition in their local green space. The survey can be done in an hour or, with the education pack, can form a fieldwork or activity day or basis of a topic for investigation. The survey should be carried out between April and August. Participating schools are asked to feedback their survey results online and in doing so will contribute to planting a virtual meadow across England. The pack has been written for Key Stage 2 but the survey is also appropriate for Key Stage 1 or for secondary school pupils.

3) The survey and activity pack provide children with opportunities to develop skills including observation and perception, teamwork, leadership, risk management, communication, map skills, problem solving and decision making. Children have the opportunity to write a press release or take part in a news broadcast, design their own scientific investigation or take part in a design and technology project. The education pack will promote deeper understanding of food chains and pollination, biodiversity and adaptations as well as the conflicts that occur where there are competing uses of land. 

4) The survey has been developed by Plantlife, the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, the John Muir Trust and the Child Safety Education Coalition. Bee Scene forms part of the Wild About Plants Project which aims to increase people’s access to and enjoyment of natural spaces. The project is funded by Natural England through Access to Nature, as part of the Big Lottery Fund's Changing Spaces programme.
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