Positives relating to introduction of GCSE Science 2006

Student Perspective
· Flexibility/wider range of choice for students – opportunity for students to have a say in which courses they do
· Can split courses in Year 11 to suit students’ needs

· Pupils able to obtain a GCSE grade in Year 10

· Additional applied really motivating previously disaffected students

Coursework

· Loss of POAE coursework

· Some components of coursework easier to deliver and mark

· Coursework easier to deliver due to decreased content.

Relevance
· More current issues in science
· Easier to justify the time spent linking to students’ everyday experience.
· Pupils seeing some cross-curricular links

· Increased engagement – students are enjoying the course

· Improved attitudes to discussion and small group work

Skills

· Focus on skills and not just content

· More thinking and interaction from learners

· Provides ‘uncertainty’ in terms of science

· Increased literacy skills of students

Science Staff

· Better sense of the staff team working together

· All staff have had to teach all three science subjects

· Using staff specialist knowledge to inform non-specialists’ teaching

· Has made staff become more creative and forced them to challenge their teaching methods

· Greater sharing of ideas and good practice.

· Impetus for building the triple science course

Resources

· Good SOW from publishers

· Enabled the purchase of textbooks

· i-pack is fairly user friendly and has some excellent materials

· More use of ICT and up-to-date information 

Assessment

· Year 10 have a good idea how they are doing at all times

· Wide range of choices re assessment

· Opportunity for students to re-sit modules

· Greater achievement at Year 10 in % A* - C at GCSE

· No terminal exam. Opportunity to choose timings on some multiple choice tests.

· School assessment easier to manage than coursework
