
MONITORING THE PROVISION AND QUALITY OF COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

IN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS AND FOUNDATION AND VOLUNTARY SCHOOLS 

WITHOUT A RELIGIOUS CHARACTER

INTRODUCTION

The Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) has a duty under the 1988 Education Act to monitor the provision and quality of RE and collective worship in schools. The purpose is to formulate advice and support. Formally, this was done by reading through every inspection report and drawing conclusions. Now that inspections are less likely to focus on curriculum areas SACRE has had to find another way to undertake its work. The following is a short self evaluation form which, following a successful pilot in 2007 all non-denominational schools in the local authority are to be asked to fill in and return.  This information will be required on a three yearly cycle, so if you are asked to complete the form in 2008-9 you will not be asked to do so again until 20-11-12.
This form has been designed to be as least time-consuming as possible to complete and to be a helpful tool in summarising RE and collective worship for you in your school to identify areas for development.   The forms for RE and collective worship have been separated, as responsibilities for each will probably reside with different individuals in the school. Please ensure that the forms get to the correct individual.
Please complete this self evaluation form by underlining or highlighting the statements that best fit your circumstances. Please jot down any evidence in the ‘How do I know?’ box. Then return them to:

Margaret Parker, Humanities Department

Hertfordshire Development Centre, Robertson House, Six Hills Way, Stevenage SG1 2FQ - 01438 844886

If you would like an electronic version to streamline the process, please e-mail margaret.parker@hertscc.gov.uk. 
Thank you very much for you help

Naomi Rose
Humanities Adviser and Servicing Officer to SACRE 

Section 2 - Provision and Quality of Collective Worship

Please indicate whether your school currently meets the main statutory requirements for Collective Worship by ticking the Yes or No column below

The main statutory requirements from the 1988 Education Reform Act

	
	YES
	NO

	The word “Assembly” is not used in the Act.  Collective worship, together with RE should be seen as part of the broad and balanced curriculum
	
	

	Collective worship should be daily except for separate nursery schools or in special schools where arrangements can be made
	
	

	Can be any grouping.  The law does not require corporate worship
	
	

	Must take place on school premises
	
	

	Should be “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”.  Reflecting the broad traditions of Christian belief but non-denominational
	
	

	Should be a worthwhile inclusive experience
	
	

	Regard must be taken of pupils’ ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds
	
	

	Parents have the right to withdraw their children
	
	

	Teachers’ rights are safeguarded
	
	

	If the school believes that the “wholly or mainly of a broad Christian character” is inappropriate, they can apply to SACRE for a “determination order”
	
	

	Post-16 students have the right to withdraw from collective worship
	
	


	Key area
	Developing 
	Established
	Advanced

	2a Compliance and time allocation
	· Some provision for collective worship exists
	· There is a pattern of collective worship provision. Some learners are involved on some days
	· An act of collective worship is provided for all learners every day



	How Do I know?


	


	Key area
	Developing 
	Established
	Advanced

	2b Quality of collective worship
	· Some acts of collective worship contain periods of reflection 


	· Many acts of collective worship provide opportunities for spiritual development to take place

· Some aspects of the provision, such as planning and engaging with learners are good


	· Promotes SMSC development of learners

· Collective worship is always “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character” or there is a “determination order” in place

· Good opportunities for reflections built into every collective worship

· Well planned and recorded

· Good use of visitors

· Learners engage with planning and delivery

· Rich variety of experiences provided

· Collective worship is supporting the ethos of the school



	How Do I know?
(e.g. results of monitoring, list of visitors, planning documentation etc)

	

	

	Further Comments

	


	Please comment on this  form 



	How long did it take you to complete the form?

	

	Any other comments about this form?

	

	Name

	

	Position in school


	

	School
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