Some suggestions for RE starter activities…
· The 5 W's

Show students a photograph like the one below and ask students to see if they can provide possible answers to the 5 W's - Who? What? When? Where? And Why?


[image: image2.jpg]



· Big Questions

Having a question, like the ones below,  projected on the screen as the students arrive can catch their attention before the lesson even starts. Conversations are then more likely to be about the topic rather than what they saw on TV last night.

What is the point of praying? 

Which question would you ask someone who knows everything? 
· Diamond Ranking

The purpose of diamond ranking is to provoke discussion or reflection about the relative importance of a range of factors. It encourages a focus on the single most important factor, then the next two, the next three and so on.
· Memory Cards

Students work in pairs or small groups and place pack of cards face down on the desk.  Each takes a turn to turn over the top card on the pile and read out what it says.  To win a card the player must give two additional pieces of information about it. E.g.  Two pieces of information for the Church card below could be: 1) The Christian place of worship and 2) The font in the church is where baptism takes place. The student who has collected the most cards after a set time is the winner.  Below are some examples of memory cards which could be used during a unit of work on Christianity.
	Church


	Prayer

	Jesus


	Cross

	God


	Easter

	Priest


	Baptism

	Christmas


	Bible

	Miracle


	Parable



	Light


	Heaven

	Holy Communion


	Lent


· Taboo

Students have to describe the word on the card to their partner to guess.  There are two variations on this.  More able students can do this without mentioning any of the key words on the card whilst less able, or younger students can use the key words to help them.  The examples below are for a unit on Islam.

	Ramadan

· Eid ul-fitr

· Fasting
· Month
	Mosque
· Mihrab

· Pray

· Together

	Hajj
· Pilgrimage

· Makkah

· Mohammed (pbuh)
	Qu'ran
· Holy Book

· Verse

· Read

	99 Names of Allah
· Number

· Called

· God
	Makkah
· Holy Place

· City

· East

	Salah
· Prayer

· 5 times a day

· Positions
	Zakat
· Charity

· 5 Pillars

· Money

	Eid-ul-fitr
· Festival

· Ramadan

· Holiday
	The Five Pillars
· Duty

· Hajj

· Salah

	Halal
· Allowed

· Eat

· Rule
	Mihrab
· Niche

· Makkah

· East


· Odd One Out

Write 2-4 triplets of subject keywords on the board. Students have to identify and explain which is the 'odd one out'. Encourage students to use the words both and whereas. Accept explanations that are logical/ convincingly explained, even though they may not be the intended distinctions.
e.g  Church, Gurdwara, Makkah

· Twenty Questions

Students have a word or name stuck to their forehead using a post-it note. They have to ask a partner questions to find out who or what they are. The partner can only answer yes or no. 
If you have any suggestions or examples of starter activities that you would like to share with colleagues please contact me via e-mail: naomi.rose@hertscc.gov.uk
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