Adeyfield School – ‘a Business and Enterprise College’

My Money Week - Junior Apprentice Challenge day

All Year Seven students took part in a My Money Week enterprise day with the bursary received to run the event used as the basis of a ‘Junior Apprentice’ challenge to spend the money on an idea to help the School, or local community.  Form tutors were given resources for the day, based loosely on the ‘Secondary Activity Pack’ produced by pfeg.
In the first two lessons (2 hours), students were introduced to the difference between what they actually need in life and want by sorting through different scenario cards.  This brought up interesting discussions on a child’s right to live in a free society and be protected from harm.  Students entered into dialogue on whether mobile phones were a necessity these days for their safety, which is perhaps a reflection of the sign of our times.  There was a brainstorming activity to identify the different things 11 to 16 year olds spend money on and students were giving a handout on top money saving tips.  The session finished with students asked to carry out role plays to respond to different financial and moral dilemmas, using the scenario cards within the pfeg resource pack.  
The next two lessons were used to set the Junior Apprentice enterprise challenge: ‘your group has a budget of £500 to come up with an idea which would benefit the School and/or local community somehow’.  Students were required to produce a short pitch in whatever creative way they felt best suited their target audience.  Winning groups from each form then presented their idea to a panel of teacher judges in the final lesson of the day.  The winning team came up with an idea of revamping an area of the outside field and inviting local nursery schools to come and learn about gardening.  Other ideas included; more water points around School, a new Astroturf and extra PE equipment.  Students finished the day by being awarded a certificate which recognised the Enterprise skills they had shown, such as team working, a can do attitude and creativity.
Here are a couple of responses from students who took part in the event:

AW: On Friday it was amazing day to express our emotions and forward them into our work.  My group was hoping to win as we were going to run a School Fairtrade tuck shop. Unfortunately we didn’t win but the group that did had a good idea.  I hope we can do this again as it was extremely fun and it was nice to spend the day with our form.  Mr Bird obviously worked really hard to put this up for us he is an amazing teacher and I’m glad he is my form tutor. Thanks.
PS: Friday was a really fun day and I would love to do something like it again. One of the things I learnt which I will take away with me was how to work as a group. Our idea was a pond and a mini-farm we didn’t win, but to be fair the best team won.

The learning outcomes were that students have:

· a better idea of how to personally manage their finances. 

· a better awareness of the difference between needs & wants. 

· the ability to show ‘enterprising skills’ such as; teamwork, creativity, problem solving, presentation skills, listening skills etc.
Please contact Jamie Bird at Adeyfield School for further information: birdj@adeyfieldschool.org
