Assessment of Personal, Social and Health Education

and Citizenship at Key Stages 1 & 2

For the first time there is a national Framework for PSHE and Citizenship at Key Stages 1 and 2 within the National Curriculum.  The non-statutory framework will support schools in meeting their statutory requirements under section 351 of the 1996 Education Act.  It will allow schools to build on their existing good practice to provide progressive programmes of study that are explicit to all members of the school community, meet the needs of their pupils and which are manageable for staff.

There are two broad areas for assessment:

· Pupils’ knowledge and understanding for example their recall of facts on healthy eating and the role and importance of democracy.  Sex and health education which are statutory elements of the Science National Curriculum need to be assessed according to the Science attainment targets.

· The way pupils are using their accumulating knowledge and understanding to develop skills and positive attitudes for example through discussing and debating, making friendships, resolving conflicts, taking on responsibilities.

In addition to assessment by teachers and other adults including classroom assistants and visitors it is vital that pupils are given opportunities to self-assess and when appropriate to undertake peer assessment.  Pupils need time to reflect at the end of tasks and opportunities on the insights and skill development gained.

Assessment here is as important as in any other teaching and learning context but because it is experienced cross-curricular as well as in discrete sessions, it may require greater flexibility.  Most importantly assessment of PSHE and Citizenship should be carried out in such a way that it does not imply that pupils are failing or underachieving as individuals.  The HES publication, Framework for the Assessment of Personal and Social Development, remains a recommended resource to assist target setting and assessment in attitudes to learning, self-esteem building, forming and maintaining relationships and perseverance.

QCA confirmed in September 2000 that there would be no requirement for end of key stage assessment.  However it is expected that schools will keep records of each child’s progress and report this to parents/carers.  A brief description of assessment, recording and reporting is given in QCA’s Initial Guidance for schools on PSHE and Citizenship and KS 1 & 2, which was sent to schools in spring 2000.   The PSHE and Citizenship advisory team will continue to provide advice and offer courses and consultancy to help school staff become familiar with the Framework and the ways of implementing and assessing it in their schools.  The new PASSPORT document also contains sound advice.

Examples of evidence that can be assessed: pupils’ diaries and other individual written work; case studies; quizzes and questionnaires; observation of participation in group tasks including role play and drama, discussions and debates, games and outdoor activities, assemblies, performances and productions, visits and field trips and special tasks such as problem solving and responding to challenges.

Assessment of Personal, Social and Health Education

 at Key Stages 3 and 4

For the first time there is a Framework for PSHE at Key Stages 3 and 4 within the National Curriculum.  The non-statutory guidelines will help schools build on their existing good practice to provide schemes of work that are explicit to all members of the school community, progressively meet the needs of their pupils and are manageable for staff.

There are two broad areas for assessment:

· Pupils’ knowledge and understanding for example their recall of facts about financial tools and services including budgeting.  Sex and health education which are statutory elements of the Science National Curriculum need to be assessed according to the Science attainment targets.

· The way pupils are using their accumulating knowledge and understanding to develop personal and interpersonal skills and positive attitudes e.g. through making informed judgements, maintaining positive relationships and tackling challenges and looking after personal health and safety.  Pupils need to have experiences where they can learn to apply and strengthen their knowledge and skills in a variety of contexts.

In addition to assessment by teachers and other adults including classroom assistants and visitors, it is vital that pupils are given openings to self-assess, when appropriate to undertake peer assessment and also be involved in evaluating how curricular opportunities have helped pupils meet learning objectives.  Pupils need time to reflect at the end of tasks and opportunities on the insights and development of skills gained.

Assessment of PSHE is as important as in any other teaching and learning context but because it is experienced cross-curricular as well as in discrete sessions, it may require a greater variety of assessment strategies, evidence and flexibility.  Most importantly assessment of PSHE should be carried out in such a way that it does not imply that pupils are failing or underachieving as individuals.  The HES publication, Framework for the Assessment of Personal and Social Development, remains a recommended resource to assist target setting and assessment in attitudes to learning, self-esteem building, forming and maintaining relationships and perseverance.

A brief description of assessment, recording and reporting is given in QCA’s Initial Guidance for schools on PSHE KS 3 & 4, which was sent to schools in spring  2000.  Further guidance will be published in QCA annual booklets.  The Government has not announced any requirement for assessing PSHE at the end of Key Stages 3 and 4.  The latest PASSPORT document sent to all schools by the Gulbenkian Foundation in the summer term 2000 contains sound advice on assessment.  The PSHE advisory team continues to provide advice and to offer courses and consultancy to help school staff become familiar with the Framework and ways of implementing and assessing them in their schools. 

Examples of evidence that can be assessed: 

· pupils’ records of achievement, profiles, diaries;

·  individual written work and project work; 

· case studies; 

· quizzes;

· surveys and questionnaires; 

· observation of participation in group tasks including role play and drama, discussions and debates, games and outdoor activities, assemblies, performances and productions, visits and field trips; 

· special tasks such as problem solving and responding to challenges;

· work experience.
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