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ACHIEVEMENT FOR LOW ATTAINERS - LITERACY

GOOD PRACTICE SCHOOL CASE STUDY K

Trotts Hill Primary School (154)
Trotts Hill JMI & Nursery School in Stevenage has 240 children on roll of whom:

· 12.0%  are eligible for Free school meals
·   2.5%  have english as an additional language
·   0.4%  have a statement of special educational need (SEN)
The SENCo has the responsibility for the day to day management of the SEN provision in the school supported by the headteacher and senior leadership team (SLT).

Trotts Hill School carries out a thorough analysis of test results, comparing them to LA and national data before implementing procedures to improve children’s attainments.

 By using the Early Learning Goals records scores and teachers` assessments we are able to target support immediately for children in the nursery who are showing they have problems in literacy, numeracy, language or social skills.

Wave 1 interventions start with the careful monitoring of children of all abilities in the literacy hour by the headteacher and SLT. We have dyslexia friendly classrooms and all classes have teaching assistants (TAs) to support during the literacy hour.

The Wave 2 interventions we use are – ELS for a group of year 1 children for 2 terms, ALS for year 3 and booster classes for the year 6 children.

Our school uses a range of intervention strategies to support children at Wave 3. We ensure there is early intervention for maximum impact. Interventions are tailor-made to suit year groups and individual children .We timetable regular sessions following tightly structured teaching programmes.

Several infants do “catch-up” reading and writing .This is an intensive phonological programme of work, developed within the school, one-to-one with a teaching assistant for 45 minutes a day. It has been most effective when started in years 1 or 2. Children on this programme will often catch up with peers within a year.

Parts of the Tracks literacy intervention programme are also used. It is used as a multi-sensory targeted intervention to address specific needs.

The SENCo organises weekly spelling programmes for all children taking part in Wave 3 interventions. The first 175 high frequency words are organised into 18 sets. These words are sent home to learn from reception continuing to year 3 if necessary.

Trotts Hill Primary School case study (continued)……………

Our school also has an extensive range of catch-up reading books. These books are in 8 levels and are separate from the school’s reading scheme. They are books with low reading ages but high interest levels.

There are consistent reward systems for all children receiving Wave 3 support.

Assessment for learning has been targeted in literacy and is proving successful in the boosting of effective and inclusive Wave 1 quality first teaching.

We assess children`s progress on a continual basis using Early Learning Records in the nursery and reception class. We use optional SATs papers at the end of each KS2 year. We also do half-termly assessments in literacy.

We evaluate the effectiveness of our Wave 3 support by tracking the progress of children throughout their time at Trotts Hill. Our data shows that most children who were found to be below level 2 at the end of KS1 leave year 6 at level 4.

We believe that this is the result of consistent, well organised classroom and SEN support for children with special educational needs over several years. We also find that this improvement in literacy has had a marked effect on the children’s behaviour.

Other initiatives that we use to support children requiring Wave 3 provision are;

· A lunchtime nurture group for children with social, emotional and behavioural difficulties

· Homework progress charts

· Weekly reading target charts

· Support from Bridge Builders, (a support and mentoring programme)

· Intense support in school for pupils with speech and language difficulties by trained TA who works closely with a speech therapist

· Brain gym and accelerated learning activities.
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