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ACHIEVEMENT FOR LOW ATTAINERS - LITERACY

GOOD PRACTICE SCHOOL CASE STUDY J

Summerswood  School, Borehamwood (613)
Of the children on roll at Summerswood 

· 11.0%  are eligible for free school meals
·   5.5%  have english as an additional language
·   1.0%  have a statement of special educational need (SEN)
The school’s analysis of its value added data showed that children with average prior attainment did better at the end of Key Stage 2 than similar children nationally.  Children starting Year 3 with low prior attainment also followed this trend.

There is high emphasis on Wave 1 quality first teaching for all children  including:

· Differentiation in the Literacy Hour based on tracking back objectives through the NLS framework
· Opportunities to reinforce work using word grids, alphabet strips, high frequency words on the wall etc

· Using a range of inclusive teaching and learning strategies and resources

· Effective use of guided reading and writing sessions

· Good selection of parallel reading books to consolidate progress

· High interest / low reading age books

· Adult support used to maximise attainment and independent learning

· Taking account of equality of opportunity and promoting maximum curriculum access

Other work has included information meetings for parents in Key Stage 1 on “how we teach children to read”, and a learning skills seminar for parents which resulted in children reading more at home.  The library has been updated with more specific books for boys and through input from all classes from each Key Stage.

Wave 2 and 3 Provision in KS1 and 2:

In Key Stage 1 using the Foundation Stage profile we identified a group of children who required Wave 2 intervention.  We used ELS and the Fischer Family Trust (ELS-type) Wave 2 intervention.  Achievement was tracked and the data was used by the year 2 teacher to inform her literacy planning. For those children in Year 2 needing further intervention Wave 3 provision was made to focus on reading (including high frequency words, phonics, comprehension) using the Tracks literacy programme and a listening programme.   

Summerswood School case study (continued)…………

In Key Stage 2 a range of resources were used as part of Wave 3 literacy intervention for children requiring targeted support. The school introduced a Tracks literacy intervention programme, and a reading programme for children with high interest levels but low reading age.  The school has also invested in teaching assistants for every class.

Wave 3 provision available includes the use of:

· Delivery of interventions by skilled, trained staff 

· Regular timetabled sessions using appropriate resources

· Wave 2 interventions used in a differentiated way

· programmes based on high frequency words for reading and spelling

· Tracks literacy spelling

· P.A.T.

· Phonics pack from the SpLD Base

· Speech and Language Therapy advice

· Write from the Start (used for children with poor hand/eye co-ordination affecting handwriting)

· Wellington Square (used as part of intervention programme)

Evidence of the effectiveness of Wave 1, 2 and 3 provision is regularly monitored through:

continuous assessment; teachers` weekly plans; regular observations; regular staff meetings focused on  agreement trialling; consultations with parents/carers reports from external professionals; SMART IEP targets; children`s feedback on reviewing targets; regular evaluation of pupils` motivation for reading; assessment of reading and spelling ages.
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