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ACHIEVEMENT FOR LOW ATTAINERS - LITERACY

GOOD PRACTICE SCHOOL CASE STUDY H

South Hill Primary School, Hemel Hempstead (833)

South Hill School is a medium sized primary school serving children from a range of different backgrounds.  There are 227 children on roll of whom
· 4.4% are eligible for free school meals
· 6.0% have english as an additional language
· 1.0% had a statement of special educational need (SEN)
The school’s analysis of its value added data showed that in writing in Year 5 20% of children, who were also all boys, were Level 2 at writing, much below the national average for this year group.  
This group of children had been tracked through the school and had received Wave 2 type interventions up to this point and the school then decided to target these children more closely.  The school gained advice from external professionals including the SpLD Base.

The school then implemented a Wave 3 intervention programme of one to one and small group work on phonological awareness, spelling and reading skills to improve the children`s overall literacy skills to match the needs identified through assessment. 

The Wave 3 intervention took the form of weekly sessions using both teacher and TA support with the children able to take some responsibility for their own learning through follow up work at home. 

Assessment before and after the Wave 3 intervention which took place over 8 months between years 5 and 6 showed that the children who took part made on average 12 months progress  reading age and 10 months progress in spelling age. Gains were then maintained over the following months although progressing at a slower rate.  The impact on their self esteem and self perception had been of great benefit in enabling them to continue making progress at their level when the Wave 3 intervention ended.  Their progress continued to be monitored closely by the class teacher and SENCo.  No children achieved below Level 3 at the end of KS2 in 2004.
This is the only evidence of Wave 3 provision made by our setting.  The majority of our children’s needs are identified at an early stage in their development and carefully targeted provision at Wave 1 and 2 has meant that the need for implementing Wave 3 provision in our school has been generally unnecessary.
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