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GOOD PRACTICE SCHOOL CASE STUDY A

Bowmansgreen Primary School (453)

Bowmansgreen is a large, rapidly growing, primary school with 363 children on roll, of whom

· 11.3%  are eligible for free school meals
·   6.6%  have english as an additional language
·   1.4 % have a statement of special educational need (SEN).
There are 68 children on the SEN register. Of these, 29% have social, emotional, behavioural difficulties. 

Analysis of Foundation Stage baseline data has demonstrated that children entering Bowmansgreen obtain an average score 3% below the Hertfordshire average in Language and literacy. The school instigated a policy of early intervention for children’s individual needs and advice has been sought from external agencies for specific difficulties. One particular area of concern was speech and language and advice from speech and language  therapists led to the formation of a small group concentrating on this area using ‘Time to Talk’ in Reception and Year 1.  

It was decided to use money from the school’s general budget to employ more teaching assistants (TAs) to enable all children to have equal access to the curriculum. We now have a large team of TAs attending relevant training and supporting all classes in the school. Support takes the form of small group work, general classroom support and work with individual children, in particular for children with particular social, emotional, behavioural difficulties.

ALS, ELS and FLS were implemented at Wave 2 and adapted for use at Wave 3 where considered appropriate (e.g. using the year 3 programme with children in year 4).  A range of other support is provided to target children requiring individual or small group work such as extra phonics, reading partnerships etc.  

The Ofsted inspection of 2000 highlighted writing as an area for development. The senior management team (SMT) looked at a general overview of literacy in the school using data from PANDA, in-school tracking and observations, as well as SATS and optional test analysis. The analysis confirmed that girls were performing better than boys in writing and that a number of children were not achieving their targeted grades. A number of measures to improve the standard of writing throughout the school was agreed upon and implemented eg. writer of the month; making books for younger children; focusing on modelling writing; incorporating writing in other curriculum areas. Teaching across the school was observed, with a particular focus on questioning and gender issues. Findings were discussed at a staff meeting and further observations made.

Bowmansgreen School case study (continued)…………..

A focus on reading included developing resources to introduce a variety of reading books and reading and spelling games for low attainers. In addition the SENCo and ethnic minority achievement (EMA) teacher started a parent/child reading group for KS1 to encourage and teach parents how to listen to their children read. The reading group was supported by governors who regularly read with individual children.

Teacher assessments and end of year test results have been monitored closely and have shown a rising trend in attainment with the majority of children with special educational needs reaching at least Level 3 by Year 6.  
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