Fun with French Phonics! 
Phoneme = the sound made by a combination of letters 

Grapheme = a combination of letters that make a certain sound 

Listening Towers

Individual/ pair or group activity. Teacher (T) gives pupils phoneme to listen out for while listening to a song, poem or story. Every time pupils hear that sound they take a multilink cube and build a tower. At the end, compare heights of towers with other groups. Use written lyrics to check answers. Variations: pupils perform physical action (the sillier the better) when they hear the phoneme. To stop pupils copying one another get them to close their eyes when they do it.

Phoneme/grapheme mimes
Teach pupils to perform a different mime for each phoneme/grapheme eg “ch” finger on lips; “oi” flap arms like the wings of a bird (oiseau). This will help kinaesthetic learners and make the learning process more fun. 

Grapheme flashcards

Stick grapheme cards around the wall. When T says a phoneme they point to the corresponding card. Progress to T saying words containing relevant graphemes.

First to the phoneme or éliminé!

Can be played in classroom, hall or outside. Display different graphemes on cards around room. Make sure pupils are familiar with sound of each grapheme. T says sound.  Pupils then walk/run to the appropriate card. Slowest are eliminated. Progress to T saying a word containing a certain sound. Test listening skills further and double the fun by introducing words that contain 2 sounds. 

Secret sign 

volunteer goes out; another pupil is chosen to give secret sign eg touching nose. Class chants list of graphemes on whiteboard eg “on, on, on, i, i, i” Each time sign given, class chants what is on next line eg “ou, ou, ou, j, j, j”.  Volunteer has to find person giving secret sign. Excellent for rote repetition.

Swat the grapheme!

Divide class into teams A and B. Lay about 8 grapheme cards on the floor. T says phoneme. Brandishing flyswats a volunteer from A and a volunteer from B compete to locate corresponding  grapheme first.  Can be done on a whiteboard. 

Musical graphemes
Put minicards of all the phonemes/graphemes in a bag, which pupils pass round  to music.  When the music stops the pupil holding the bag has to extract a card and name the grapheme.

Plouf! (splash) 

A number of graphemes are placed on the floor to represent stepping stones in a river. Any pupil who can cross the river correctly naming the stepping stones as they go wins a lolly. If pupil makes mistake another pupil can make a challenge by shouting out “plouf!”. If challenge is correct they can have a go

Phoneme salad
When their mini grapheme card is called pupils swap places with the pupil holding the same card.  Everybody changes place when the T calls out “alphabet!”. Progress to T saying words instead of just phonemes.  Extension opportunity: volunteer pupil acts as caller. 

Phonic fans

Distribute phonic fans with up to 10 common graphemes eg ch, oi, au, é, i and u. When the teacher says a sound the pupils hold up the corresponding card. Progress to monosyllabic words.  

Sound islands

Game for discriminating between sounds. Each grapheme is represented by an island eg “u” and “ou” sounds. Between the 2 islands place objects or pictures of objects whose French names contain those graphemes. (It works well if you use words they don’t know). Divide class into 2 teams. One pupil from each team chooses a picture; T says word in French; pupils puts object/picture on whichever  island they think is correct. Progress from using graphemes that are very distinct from eachother to ones that are very similar. Added progression: use 3 islands.   

Hoops 

As above except that graphemes are represented by hoops instead of islands. Label hoops each with a grapheme card (e.g. “au” and “oi”). Overlap the hoops to create a physical “Venn diagram” to accommodate words containing both sounds (e.g. oiseau). Pupils sort objects or picture cards into the hoops according to the sounds they contain. Progress to Variation 1: pupils work in pairs.  Each pair has their own labelled hoops and copy of the eg “au” and “oi” cards. Variation 2: carousel activity with pupils working in groups.  Each group has a differently labelled set of hoops and corresponding objects or picture cards.  Groups rotate and try and match up all the other hoops and words. 

Sound puppets

As above except that graphemes are represented by puppets instead of islands eg Jean the éléphant and Martin the lapin. Progress to text work by displaying name of puppet and using text instead of picture flashcards eg “grand”, “mange”, “singe”, “pain”.  Useful tool for teaching pupils that phonemes can be represented by more than one grapheme eg “an” sounds the same as “en” “am” and “em”. 

Sound walls 

Display examples of common graphemes on sound walls eg a brick wall featuring the grapheme “oi” with labelled pictures of a few well known words featuring that grapheme eg “croissant”, “poisson”. Extension opportunity: pupils choose a specific grapheme and make a poster of it to help people remember how it sounds.  

Sound dictionaries/ sound posters

Progress to pupils keeping their own dictionary of sounds with a page devoted to each grapheme. 

Guess the phoneme boxes

Group activity. Each group has a numbered pot containing mini objects and must work out which phoneme all the objects have in common. Variation: against clock groups guess the phoneme for as many boxes as possible. Tip: make worksheet listing different graphemes.  Groups write number of box next to each grapheme eg “au – 5”. Display answers on whiteboard at end.

Family phonemes

Pupils each have a grapheme card, which they keep secret. They must find others with the same card by going round the room repeating that sound.

Silly Dictation

Pupils practise writing words based on common letter patterns eg “in”: T dictates series of real or invented simple words which pupils write on mini whiteboards  e.g. pin, vin, min, sin, zin etc.  Progress to using more than one letter pattern in a  dictation session and use words with more than one syllable mouton, bouton etc.

Human Dictation

As above except whole class activity using large text cards. 

Jigsaw dictation

Each group has a set of cards with some French words broken up into 2 parts. When the T dictates a word the group has to find the two correct parts of the word and hold them up eg “moin” + “eau”.

Phoneme/grapheme loto

Display list of phonemes on board eg u, oi, ui, ou, eu/oeu, au/eau/o, in, on, gn, ch, i and qu. Each pupil draws a grid of 6 squares and writes a different grapheme in each one. T reads out list of phonemes. They cross off their grapheme if they hear you say the corresponding phoneme. Progress to T reading out list of words.  NB use words that contain only one of the graphemes and decide your list beforehand. Eg pull, toit, huit, joue, oeuf, beau, lapin, tronc, campagne, cache, lit, quelle. 

Moi! boxes

Groups of pupils are given an empty box with a grapheme label on top eg “on”. Teacher takes object from bag and says “Qui veut un(e)…?” If the name of the object contains the sound that a group is collecting they have to shout out “Moi!” For extra fun introduce words that contain two of the sounds being collected.

Tongue twisters/virelangues 

Get pupils to try and work out pronunciation before they hear tongue twister. Practise saying together as a class. Have groups competing to say it most clearly. Extension opportunity for volunteers to have a go. With longer tongue twisters use as cloze exercise gradually masking more and more of the words until pupils are saying it almost from memory. Eg “un hiboux roux et doux hurle et hulule comme un fou”(a red and gentle owl screams and screeches like a fool); “chiens et chats chantent” (dogs and cats sing);“un bon chasseur/ est un chasseur\sachant chasser/ sans son chien” ( a good hunter/ is a hunter/ who knows how to hunt / without his dog); “Jean jongle dans le joli jardin jaune” (John juggles in the pretty yellow garden).  Extension activities: pupils compose and illustrate own virelangue using a support; exchange tongue twisters with a Francophone e-twin school. 

Poems and songs

Use for gapfill activities. T blanks out rhyming words. Pupils read poem to themselves and use rhymes to fill in gaps.  Variation 1 T blanks out key grapheme/s and reads aloud poem.  Pupils fill in gaps with the grapheme they hear. Extension activities: volunteer pupils read poem aloud; using a framework and vocab as support, groups write their own verses to poems which they can perform, record and illustrate or make into ppt. 

Beware!

· Make sure pupils are familiar with alphabet especially vowel sounds in French. Teach vowels as a rap "a! e! i! o! u!"

· They should know that sounds written with just one letter eg “a”, “i”, “e”, “o”, “u”, “g” “n”  etc can sound different when combined with other letters eg “an”, “in”, “en”, “oeu”, “gn” etc.

· They should know that phonemes can be represented by more than one grapheme eg the sound é can be written in 6 ways! Thus “é, “ai”, “ez”, “es”, “er” and “ef” (clef- key).
· Watch out for words like “équitation”. Pupils will want to pronounce the “ui” sound but the “u” is silent because it is preceded by a q.
Useful resources and websites for French Phonics

· The Key Stage 2 Framework for Languages DfES Publications www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications

· French: A Scheme of Work for key stage 2 There is progression over the 24 units which each have a different phonic focus www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes
· Le manuel phonique by Janet Molzan & Sue Lloyd. Pub. Jolly Learning Ltd

· Mon imagier de l’alphabet by Bernard Davois Pub : Gallimard Jeunesse. Ilustrated alphabet book with CD. Great for phonics activities eg listening towers

· Take 10 en français.  Pub. Devon Education Services. Recordings or DVDs featuring songs can be used for phonics listening activities in PE or in class

· www.lcfclubs.com subscription site. Babelzone section features songs, stories and phonics. Accurate pronunciation and inspiration for sound walls

· www.momes.net/comptines excellent source of poems and songs

· Talk about Primary MFL (http://primarymfl.ning.com) interactive website for those teaching or planning to teach primary MFL. Excellent blogs include one on using KS1 Phonics techniques to teach language.

· La petite souris. French site for young readers with phonics/phoneme w/sheets (pdf format), tongue twisters and songs http://lps13.free.fr 

· Phonétique (http://phonétique.free.fr) more difficult with listening tasks for differentiating between similar phonemes. Some good illustrated tongue  twisters with audio. Could be used for whole class activity 

· Poisson rouge. Go to ABC for delightful animated alphabet. B is good for practising “eau” grapheme www.poissonrouge.com
· www.csdm.qc.ca/fseguin/janine/virelangues/index.htm delightful site with tongue twisters illustrated and recited by a class of Canadian primary school children
Useful websites for Spanish & German Phonics

· http://spanish.about.com/od/spanishpronunciation/Learn_Spanish_Pronunciation.htm / tongue twisters, pronunciation and phonic resources 

· Spanish with Phonics http://www.smartkidssoftware.com/sndhml6.htm has lots of links online
· German phonics http://193.171.252.18/www.lehrerweb.at/gs/projekte/d/abc/abc.htm
· http:/wwwspecialeducationalneeds.com/mfl/Year7German/spelling/

· http:german.about.com/library/blaudio_zungenbr.htm  

recordings of German tongue twisters (Zungenbrecher)
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