Il était une fois!

Story-telling for Primary Languages
The aim of this section is to provide resources to teachers who want to know how stories can be used in the primary classroom to stimulate and motivate learners. These resources include books and websites that other teachers have found useful, or which seem to lend themselves to this kind of activity.  Teachers can of course create their own stories or adapt existing ones!

Some tips

The following have been gathered together from some of the books and other resources listed below:

1. Well-known stories are a good idea – the children will know what happens, and therefore understand the story!

2. Stories with repetition work well.

3. Some preparation of vocabulary before starting on the story might be helpful.

4. Keep the story simple and reasonably short, but long enough to be interesting and involve the pupils.

5. The children should be encouraged to join in by actions, repetition, holding up props, identifying certain words etc.

6. Follow up work might include pictures with captions from the story for younger pupils or sequencing activities for older pupils with more of the language etc.

7. A good source of pictures might be to use the ‘big books’ used in literacy.  Cover the English.

8. A popular choice seems to be the Very Hungry Caterpillar – this might make a good starting point. 

9. Choose a story that fits with the topic you have done- ‘Dear Zoo’ for example after doing animals. 

10. Make up your own story to develop/consolidate the language covered recently in class.

How does story-telling link to the KS2 Framework for languages?

The Framework for Languages states that:

1. Year 3 – children should be taught to ‘listen and respond to simple rhymes, stories and songs.’(p18)

2. Year 4 - children continue to enjoy listening to and joining in with a wide range of songs, poems and stories,..’ (p32)

3.  Year 5 - children should be able to ‘re-read (frequently) a range of texts including….taped stories with texts…’ (p51)

 4.  Year 6 - children should be able to ‘understand the main points and simple opinions in a story, song or spoken passage’ and perform stories etc to an audience from memory. (p61)

Various activities are suggested in the Framework including: 

Year 3 - Acting out a story as it is narrated, listening to simple stories on audiotapes, sequencing pictures to show the meaning of a story (p23)

Year 4 – Listening to a story and pointing at pictures or objects when they hear them. Responding to stories presented through Powerpoint and other multi-media texts.  Listening to and joining in with stories, songs and poems. (p37)  

Year 6 – suggesting an alternative ending for a story, predicting what might happen next in a story, reading a story aloud and recording it onto audio tape for others to hear. (p61 – 63)

There are other ideas in the framework and also links in the Intercultural Understanding sections.

Resources

Books 

1. CILT Young Pathfinder series – ‘Are you sitting comfortably?’ A comprehensive guide to telling stories to primary school learners, with a useful list of stories that might be used. Website: www.cilt.org.uk  ISBN: 1-874016-49-6.  Their reference YPF3.

DVD

1. Early Language Learning – CILT – has some sections showing storytelling in the classroom. www.cilt.org.uk
Websites

1. http://www.lcfclubs.com/babelzonenew/   Has some good short stories that can be shown on the Interactive Whiteboard or used on computers.  Has an excellent version of Boucles D’or (Goldilocks)  

2. NACELL – www.nacell.org.uk - has lists of sites you can visit.  A lot of the stories are made up by children, so may not be suitable.  Worth checking the sites listed as ‘coming soon’ as many are now up and running.

3. www.momes.net has some texts for traditional stories like Boucles D’or (Goldilocks) which might be useful.  You may need to adapt. But see Babelzone for Goldilocks too.

4. www.chezlorry.ca - story section may be useful for older primary children.

5. www.earlystart.co.uk a good site for big books in French.   Also has a course for primary French with good DVDs and CDs.

6. www.auxpetitesmains.free.fr Go into the Histoires section and there are some very simple stories, made up by children but with pictures e.g. ‘Praline dans le vent’ Younger children may enjoy these.  See too “Cinq petites souris” - a great opportunity for repetition and adapting the story?  Look too at the Comptines section – 

C’est un petit bonhomme looks a possibility for story type exploitation.

7. www.lajolieronde.co.uk has some stories as part of its KS1 course.  They are also planning a pack for KS1, which may be of interest.
8. http://www.primarylanguages.org.uk/Teachers/Active_Learning/Story-Telling/
The Primary Languages training zone offers this guidance on storytelling and has an interesting clip of CILT’s Nigel Pearson showcasing a good interactive storytelling session in German.

Active Learning

Story Telling

Children learn in many different ways and have different learning styles. Opportunities for children to experience language through song and rhyme, storytelling and games offer children ways to interact with the new language and with one another in a dynamic and social environment. Through active methods and physical response they feel safe to explore and experiment with the new sounds. For those who prefer to listen and observe, they absorb the new language by watching others and gradually increase in confidence, until they too are joining in, responding to what they hear and see and engaging with others in short conversations and role-play.

Story Telling

The use of storytelling and Big Books is a rich source of learning in the primary curriculum. Children can follow the story in many ways. They can react to sounds or words or phrases through physical response. They can act out parts of the story as their teacher reads aloud or they can activity produce parts of the story by providing a sound effect, missing word or phrase, or by using a refrain. Stories enable children to engage at their own level. They give many valuable opportunities for children to hear a good model of pronunciation and to experience the sustained use of language in an enjoyable way, developing their ability to listen and concentrate, to follow extended text and to build their confidence in their ability to understand the new language without recourse to English. High frequency words and structures can be learned through the use of storytelling and can provide a valuable platform for progression.

See also the files on The Very Hungry Caterpillar on this CD. They have some suggested materials. With thanks to Nick Nesbitt-Larking.

Some stories you might use/adapt:

Traditional:


Snow White


The Enormous Turnip


Goldilocks and the Three bears


The Emperor’s New Clothes


Hänsel and Gretel


The Pied Piper


Three Little Pigs

















Other:


The Snowman 	-	Raymond Briggs


The Huge Bag of Worries	- Virginia Ironside


Mr Gumpy’s Outing	 - John Burningham


Dear Zoo	 - 	Rod Clark


The Mixed Up Chameleon 	- Eric Carle


The Very Hungry Caterpillar - Eric Carle








