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Ensuring pupil progress in Primary Languages using the Languages Ladder
Guidance
December 2009

· Many thanks to Almond Hill Junior School, Stevenage, who shaped and piloted these teacher assessment record sheets. The guiding principles for the project were to create a system of assessment of pupil progress in languages that was manageable, motivating and useful. The accompanying sheets are adapted versions of those used at the school for all foundation subjects. 

· The grade descriptions are from the national scheme of recognition, the DCSF Languages Ladder, In line with the Languages Ladder, the areas to be assessed are Oracy – i.e. listening and speaking - and Literacy – i.e. reading and writing. The Languages Ladder grade descriptions provide an at a glance reference to the aspiration for most pupils that they progress one grade per year. 

· The examples given are taken from the Junior European Languages Portfolio and it should be noted that the examples are just that. Pupils do not have to fulfil all of the examples to be judged as working at a particular grade – e.g. pupils do not have to know how to say when their birthday is to satisfy the grade 2 speaking description – answer simple questions and give basic information.

· Alongside the Key Stage 2 Framework for Languages, the Languages Ladder grades should be used as a planning tool to ensure pupils have opportunities to show progression in these areas. To keep things simple and manageable, however, these record sheets do not currently reflect the three Framework strands of intercultural understanding (IU), knowledge about languages (KAL) and language learning strategies (LLS). 
· Primary schools are encouraged to pass on information about pupil achievement in primary languages to secondary schools, most of which use national curriculum levels to measure and report on pupil progress in languages. The national curriculum levels for MFL have been revised to bring them into line with the Languages Ladder, so a grade 4 in speaking on the Languages Ladder equates to level 4 of the national curriculum for MFL in speaking.

· In line with APP practice, you may wish to collect more detailed evidence on, for example, a sample of pupils across the ability range – e.g. one top, one middle, one bottom – and use this to inform and support your best fit judgments of all pupils. Build up your evidence over time, using a range of information and evidence. Evidence could include observational notes made as pupils role play or work in pairs, audio or video recordings, display work, electronic written work (e.g. Powerpoints, e-mails), booklets made by pupils, files or exercise books etc. 

· Pupil initial or names should be recorded in the spaces provided. You may wish to use the colour coding suggested on the sheets (autumn - green spring - black summer – red) or make up your own, so that all pupils’ grades are recorded in green at the end of the autumn term. Black and red can then be used for those pupils who have moved onto a higher grade at the end of the spring and summer terms. The sheet should then be passed onto the next class teacher.

· Consider whether a pupil regularly and comfortably fulfils the grade description. If not, the likelihood is that (s)he is working at the grade below.

· For further support, some words and phrases which are key indicators of progress are bold.

· Some pupils, for example native speakers of the school’s lead language, G + T, SEN, EAL, may fall outside these Languages Ladder grades in one or more of the skills A separate box is available at the end of each sheet for notes to pass onto the next class teacher.[image: image4.jpg]
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A collaboration between Standards and School Effectiveness and Almond Hill Junior School Stevenage
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