YEAR 3 RESOURCES FOR CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS

1.0  INTRODUCTION

1.1 The purpose of this research is to show how French can be taught by making cross-curricular links with topics already covered in Year 3.  As a result the class teacher can use more opportunities to drip-feed his/her pupils with French in a way that is not detrimental to the rest of the curriculum.  In this paper I have made references to the KS2 Framework for Languages (references shown in brackets) to show how easily its learning objectives can be incorporated into the everyday teaching of languages.

1.2  I give below information relating to the following topics:

· Plants

· The Human Body

· Food / Healthy Eating

· The Planets

· The weather

· Animals

· History – The Tudors

· History – The Romans

· Easter

· Christmas

· Numeracy

· Literacy 

2. TOPICS

2.1 PLANTS

Babelzone (www.lcf.co.uk) have a bit about trees and leaves at different times of the year.  There are several useful worksheets / documents from www.EnchantedLearning.com (L 3.1, 3.2, 3.3).  It could also be linked to the “Enormous Turnip” (a simple PowerPoint presentation could be made).  “George The Goldfish” / “Georges Le Poisson Rouge” from the “I Can Read” series is about the development of bulbs over a buried goldfish.  This links in quite nicely (O 3.1).

The poem: “Bonjour, Bonsoir” from Comptines à Mimer, Corinne Albaut (O 3.1, L 3.2) could be used.

Quand le soleil se lève,

Il me dit bonjour.

Je quitte mes rêves

Pour saluer le jour,

Et j’étale 

Mes pétales.

Quand le soleil plonge, 

Il me dit bonsoir.

Les ombres s’allongent,

Je replie dans le noir

Ma corolle

En coupole.

Children mime to the poem opening up their arms at sunrise and closing them at sunset.  Literacy: note rhyming words (O 3.1).

“Ten Seeds” by Ruth Brown could be used in big book form or with a PowerPoint presentation in French.

2.2 THE HUMAN BODY

“Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes” in French - Têtes épaules genoux pieds........Les yeux les oreilles la bouche le nez...(O 3.1, O 3.3).

“C’est moi!” from Chante en français (La Jolie Ronde) is an excellent song for parts of the head and face.  On the same cd you have “Le Boogie!” and “Jacques a dit” which both practise other parts of the body.  The traditional French song “Savez-vous planter les choux” could also be used.

The following poem : Dans la Glace from Comptines à Mimer can be used.

Je regarde dans la glace

Et je vois quelqu’un en face

Qui se gratte les oreilles

Puis va toucher ses orteils,

Se chatouille sous les bras,

Avance d’un petit pas.

Il se tapote le front,

Il se pince le menton,

Puis il me fait une grimace!

Mais qui donc est dans la glace?

(O 3.1, L 3.2)

This poem can be mimed and used as a literacy exercise in getting pupils to recognise rhyming words.

Pupils could be asked to draw a human body (perhaps draw around someone) and stick labels in French to right parts. (L 3.1, L 3.2, L 3.3)

The following is from  www.mômes.net and would make a good dance put to music:

Tapons des pieds 

Tapons des pieds, tapons des mains
un p'tit tour avec sa voisine
tapons des pieds, tapons des mains
un p'tit tour avec son voisin  (O 3.1)

 http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/foreignlanguages/contents.htm#  This website has an interactive smartboard activity where pupils have to move the correct names for parts of the body and face (L 3.1,L 3.2, L 3.3 O 3.2, O 3.3).

Play “Docteur, Docteur” in pairs or with one pair of children at front of the class.  One person is the doctor and the other person or the class call out “Docteur, Docteur, J’ai mal à la tête” etc.  The doctors are each given a strip of toilet paper and have to bandage the correct part of the body (O 3.1, O 3.2, O3.3).

Another game is to put the children into groups of 3-5.  Each group is given a balloon and the object of the game is to make sure that the balloon does not touch the ground.  As the balloon touches a part of the body pupils must call out that body part.

2.3 FOOD / HEALTHY EATING

Once again there are some useful worksheets at www.enchantedlearning.com.

Cognates can be noticed between French and English foods (L 3.1, L 3.2, O 3.2).  Pupils could then be asked to categorise foods into healthy and unhealthy.  They could be asked to assemble a poster from pictures and labels: one for healthy; one for unhealthy.  There is a song on the La Jolie Ronde cd Chante en Français called “C’est Bon!” which mentions les gateaux, et chocolats etc. and then some foods which are good for you such as tomates and pommes.  Flashcards can be made mounted on different coloured backgrounds to indicate whether the foods are healthy or unhealthy.

 The “Hungry Caterpillar” could be used to practice fruits and other foods.  The text can be simplified and acted out with a model caterpillar traveling through holes in flashcard food (O 3.1, O3.2, O3.3, L3.1, L3.2, L3.3).

There are many poems about food and fruit and vegetables.  There is also a book of poems by Corinne Albaut called “Comptines à Croquer” which has many simple poems for chanting or reading.

Early Start (Où habites-tu?) has some useful units on food that mainly show pupils how eating habits differ in France (IU3.3, IU3.2).

2.4 THE PLANETS

The days of the week in French can be linked to the planets.  Lundi-lune; Mardi-Mars; Mercredi-Mercury; Jeudi-Jupiter; Vendredi-Venus; Samedi-Saturn.

Again, there is a lovely poem in the book “Comptines à Mimer” called Les Planètes.  Children can be asked to mime to this poem as it discusses orbits.  Cognates and rhyming couplets can also be looked into (O3.1, O3.2, O3.4, L3.1, L3.2, L3.3).

 The following poems are from  www.momes.net.  These poems could be cut up and put in order once the days of the week have been learnt.

Le lundi est tout gris
Jaune clair est le mardi
Mais voici mercredi rose
on se repose
Jeudi bleu vient à son tour
Vendredi vert le suit toujours
Samedi rouge
Dimanche blanc
c'est la joie des enfants

Lundi dans la lune
lundi dans la lune
mardi dans la mare
mercredi dans la mer
jeudi c'est un jeu
vendredi c'est du vent
samedi c'est du bon temps
dimanche nappe blanche.

Bonjour Madame Lundi
Bonjour madame Lundi
Comment va, Madame Mardi ?
Très bien, madame Mercredi !
Dites à Madame Jeudi 
de venir Vendredi
Danser samedi
Dans la salle de dimanche

“The Very Hungry Caterpillar” in French (from Young Europeans bookstore) would be a good way to reinforce days of the week.  It is simple to make a PowerPoint presentation of this or scan in the book.  A caterpillar could be made from egg-boxes following French instructions.  (This is in Italian in one of the Young Pathfinder books – 7 Making the Link) (O3.4). A caterpillar could be made (or a toy one used) which could be thread through holes of laminated food flashcards .

2.5 THE WEATHER

The weather can be taught in French using props like a watering can with water for il pleut; sunglasses for il fait du soleil; a fan for il fait chaud; etc.  A weather chart could be kept in the classroom.  This would be easy to make and could include a hand pointing to the correct weather picture and words.  There is a ready-made chart which doubles as a calendar.  It is, however, quite pricey.  Alternatively, there is a fantastic free resource for the IWB http://www.ictgames.com/dateChartFrancais.html (O3.3, L3.1, L3.2).

A class could be asked to play “Pass the Weather”.  With this exercise pupils stand in a line and the first one decides on a weather (e.g. cold, sunny, rainy) and passes it along the line by an agreed drawing on the next person’s back.  The final person has to say the weather in French.  This exercise is particularly beneficial for kinaesthetic learners.

There are also plenty of poems at www.momes.net  There is a good song in  Chantez Plus Fort which combines seasons and weather.  It involves repeating lines (a bit like an American army chant) so it is ideal for young ones (O3.1).

A weather diary could be kept in French.  The diary could include the daily temperatures.

French weather could be compared to English weather by using www.frenchentree.com (IU3.2, IU3.4).

2.6 ANIMALS

There are many poems and songs about specific animals www.momes.net  www.auxpetitesmains.com
There are also many stories and books which lend themselves to this topic.  For example, Brown Bear, L’Ours Polaire, L’Ours Plume, the ELI Les Amis de la Ferme and Anniversaire à la Ferme which both come with cassettes with the text spoken and sung (O3.1, O3.2, L3.1, L3.2).

www.atantot.co.uk and www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryfrench have useful interactive games on animals and pets. 

A simple survey could be carried out.  It could perhaps be created with pictures so that pupils just have to ask “As-tu un chat?” and can add a tick or a cross next to the correct picture (O3.3).

Another useful resource is the Teletubbies in French.  These are available from Amazon.fr.  The advantage is that the language is limited and simple.  There is one on animals: “A la découverte des animaux”.

There are plenty of songs on animals.   For example, “Le Cheval Dit” on Chante en Français.  A useful way of introducing pets/animals is by using puppets or toys.  You can purchase farm and zoo animal finger puppets from ELC or IKEA or from Early Start.   A fun activity is to teach them French animal sounds that are slightly different from the English. http://www.georgetown.edu/faculty/ballc/animals/french.html (IU3.1, IU3.3)

Cognates can also be worked on here and some work on syllables and words beginning with….They could also be asked to copy the animal words out in alphabetical order or move them on a smartboard. (L3.1, L3.2, L3.3).

2.7 HISTORY – THE TUDORS

For the Tudors a family tree could be drawn labeling the relations/descriptions of the wives of Henry VIII.  This could be done using authentic portraits from the history section on www.primaryresources.co.uk (L3.1, L3.2, L3.3).  Also, these simple role plays could be used: Je m'appelle Ann Boleyn, j'ai une fille , mon mari s'appelle Henri VIII; etc (O3.3).   Also, many of Henry VIII’s wives had French connections so this touches on culture (IU3.2).  Nationalities and countries could come into this - perhaps using a map of Europe and placing the wives in their original country.  A sketch could be performed with Henry VIII greeting and dismissing his wives using “bonjour /numéro un/ la première/la deuxième/ Au revoir/je m’appelle”; etc.

The following could be sung to the tune of Frère Jacques:

LES 6 FEMMES D’ HENRI HUIT

Cathérine D’Aragon, divorcée,

Ann Boleyn, décapitée,

Jane est morte, 

Ann de Clèves divorcée

Cathérine Howard décapitée

Cathérine Parr survive

The following one has the tune of “London Bridge is Falling down”:

HENRI AVAIT SIX FEMMES

Henri huit avait six femmes, six femmes, six femmes,

Henri huit avait six femmes, six femmes. (chorus)

La première s’appelle Cathèrine d’Aragon, d’Aragon, D’Aragon

La première s’appelle Cathèrine d’Aragon, d’Aragon.

Elle avait une fille, avait une fille, avait une fille

Elle avait une fille, mais pas de fils.

Henri demande un divorce, un divorce, un divorce

Henri demande un divorce, un divorce.

La deuxième s’appelle Ann Boleyn, Ann Boleyn, Ann Boleyn.

La deuxième s’appelle Ann Boleyn,Ann Boleyn.

Elle a été décapitée ,décapitée, décapitée

Elle a été décapitée, décapitée.

La troisième s’appelle Jane Seymour, Jane Seymour, Jane Seymour La troisième s’appelle Jane Seymour, Jane Seymour.

Elle avait un fils mais est morte peu après, peu après, peu après.

Elle avait un fils mais est morte peu après, peu après.

La quatrième s’appelle Anne de Clèves, Anne de Clèves, Anne de Clèves

La quatrième s’appelle Anne de Clèves, Anne de Clèves.

Pour elle aussi c’est le divorce, le divorce, le divorce

Pour elle aussi c’est le divorce, le divorce.

La cinquième s’appelle Cathèrine Howard, Cathèrine Howard, Cathèrine Howard.

La cinquième s’appelle Cathèrine Howard, Cathèrine Howard.

Elle aussi a été décapitée, décapitée, décapitée

Elle aussi a été décapitée, décapitée.

La dernière s’appelle Kathérine Parr, Kathérine Parr, Kathérine Parr

La dernière s’appelle Kathérine Parr, Kathérine Parr.

Henri est mort et elle survive, elle survive, elle survive

Henri est mort et elle survive, elle survive!

(SUNG TO THE TUNE OF London Bridge is Falling Down).

This could be performed in assembly and acted out (O3.1, O3.2).

Research the same period of history in France - www.theotherside.co.uk (IU3.2, IU3.3).

Connect to numeracy by asking “Qui est femme numéro trois?”; etc.  This could be practiced with the use of a dice.

2.8 HISTORY – THE ROMANS

Use link as above www.theotherside.co.uk   The same could be done for the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons. 

2.9 EASTER

Some work on cultural awareness is relevant here (IU3.2, IU3.3).  Some research on Easter customs can be carried out by pupils or the teacher on Easter/la fête des mères (end of May in France), Poisson d’Avril, vendredi saint.  www.pilotelanguages.com/Seasonal.html has some useful information. www.linguascope.co.uk has a section on Easter (Pâques).

Again this lends itself to assembly material or a French day with the theme of Easter.

Momes.net has some good ideas in French for Easter including recipes and cards to make.

You can link the Easter theme to spring animals and colours; lambs/ducks/chicks etc.  There is a song called “Les canards sont verts” on Entre dans la Ronde (La Jolie Ronde) which is easy to learn and act out.  The book or a PowerPoint presentation of “The Rainbow Fish” (the book is available from Early Start in French) can be linked to Easter through Poisson d’Avril (1 April).  There is a useful story with lots of repetition on www.leclubfrancais.co.uk  (go to Babelzone, stories and chose The story of Half-chick).

The theme of Easter could be combined with French and Technology by producing simple pop-up cards, following simple French instructions and writing Joyeuses Pâcques (O3.4, L3.1, L3.3).

2.10 CHRISTMAS

There are a lot of good materials in books and on the internet.  You can teach Christmas vocabulary using Linguascope flashcards or games. The topic is also useful to link up to clothes and colours.  The following website has a whole unit on Christmas which includes clothes/colours/Christmas items/Christmas card design; 

http://www.hovepark.org.uk/language_college/primary/french.html 

www.momes.net also have numerous ideas and poems/songs, some with tunes.  “Comptines pour le temps de Noel” by Corinne Albaut has some great poems linked to French Christmas customs.  Often actions can be added to accompany these poems.

A class Advent calendar or mobile could be made using colour by number.  Beetle snowman could be played in pairs or on the whiteboard: 1= la tête, 2 = le corps, 

3 = une jambe, 4 = un bras, 5 = un chapeau, 6 = une écharpe (O3.3, L3.1, L3.2).

Colouring by number activities can easily be done.  Familiar poems /songs could be cut up and put in the right order (L3.2).

To link up to this, the video or DVD of The Snowman could be used together with a very simple French text that a French native could be asked to read or record.  Pupils could be given flashcards (words or pictures depending on ability) that they hold up at the appropriate moment (O3.1, O3.2, L3.1).

Carol and Christmas songs are numerous.  Various versions of the carol “Silent Night” can be learnt.  Words have been composed for the “12 Days of Christmas” and other English popular songs.  There is a lovely song called “le bonhomme de neige” which involves a snowman getting hot and cold and taking off / putting on clothes.  It’s a good action song with a catchy tune (O3.1, O3.3).

www.pouletfrites.com also has some excellent Christmas craft activities including a recipe for Galette des Rois.  More recipes can be found in 100% EXCELLENT (Bayards Editions Jeunesse).

A simple nativity play could be performed with perhaps older pupils as narrators.  There is a version in Young Pathfinder 6 “Let’s Join In!”

2.11 NUMERACY

There are lots of opportunities to practice French numbers and numeracy at the same time: addition/subtraction, etc. sums on board.  Use number grids to practice numbers in French.  Use also with temperatures/data/timetables.  Simple sums make an excellent starter and most pupils manage these well and enjoy them.  Linguascope has an addition game under numbers 1-12.  There are some useful rhymes and comptines in “1,2,3 compte avec moi” from Nathan.

2.12 LITERACY 

Count syllables.  Spot rhyming words/cognates/strings/patterns/sound/phonemes patterns, etc.  Children may be able to identify nouns/adjectives/verbs depending on ability (O3.1, O3.2, O3.3, O3.4, L3.1, L3.2, L3.3).

CAROLINE HERRING  

August 2006

I give below a list of useful resources and websites.

PRIMARY MFL RESOURCES AND WEBSITES

Official Documentation

QCA KS2 Scheme of Work (www.qca.org.uk)

KS2 Framework for Languages (www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications)

Videos/DVDs

Salut! Ça va! – ‘A multimedia pack for young beginners’ with video / DVD plus worksheets and teacher’s notes. Packs 1&2 are available for French, German and Spanish.  www.earlystart.co.uk
Salut Serge – video www.bbcshop.com
Jeux de doigts- video giving ideas for finger rhymes etc for children aged 3-7. www.lajolieronde.co.uk
Teletubbies – various in French etc

Cassettes/CDs

Chantez Plus Fort (songs with words and music) www.brilliantpublications.co.uk
C’est Français (worksheets and some songs) www.brilliantpublications.co.uk
Français Français – set of 3CDs with a book containing words of the raps, songs, conversations included on the CDs. Publisher: The Language Factory. Carole Nicoll.

Le Rythme, la musique et les Raps de Monsieur X- David Hicks (great songs etc to familiar tunes).  A work booklet is also available.  (www.monsieurx.co.uk) 

Entrez dans la Classe – worksheets and cd  (www.lajolieronde.co.uk)

Senlac Language Publications – publish worksheets/wordsearches etc  used in Scotland.

Raconte et Chante big books eg A la mer come with optional cassette.

Usborne internet-links: French (etc) for Beginners . Good for non-specialist. (www.usborne-quicklinks.com)

Trouvons l’Image Linguaphone . Game with cassette.

French Start, Living and Learning . Game with cassette.

Books

100% Excellent! (Bayard Jeunesse). –large colourful cookery book with very clear, simple instructions. There is also a science one.

CD Roms

Français Français – CD ROM with words of songs, flashcards, display pictures etc. A booklet with song words is also included.

I can read French – big books on CD ROM eg What’s For supper? (includes games etc) available from: www.earlystart.co.uk 

SENLAC Le petit prof CD Roms
Websites

www.qca.org.uk Scheme of Work KS2 MFL

www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications KS2 Framework for Languages 

www.cilt.org.uk The National Centre for Languages. Lots of information on all aspects of MFL teaching and learning. You can subscribe to CiLT Direct to receive updates and information relevant to Primary MFL.

www.nacell.org.uk  As above but specifically for primary MFL

www.younglinguists.com/ The site for The Young Europeans Bookstore in London.  They stock and can order for you a huge range of big books, story books, cassettes, DVDs etc. in many languages.

www.linguascope.co.uk also www.linguaprime.co.uk  subscription required but inexpensive and well worth it. Brilliant resources for games/worksheets/flashcards and powerpoints.

www.kevinsplayroom.co.uk
www.mflgames.co.uk
www.frenchteacher.net
www.zut.org.uk (Subscription required between 9am and 4pm).

www.eduwight.iow.gov.uk/curriculum Ideas

www.tasc.ac.uk/ell/links1.htm List of websites

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryfrench Games, ideas, web links

www.leclubfrancais.co.uk Games/worksheets/resources-also in Spanish

www.channel4.com/languages Games etc.

www.pouletfrites.com Great games and activities.

www.lajolieronde.co.uk Resources

www.primaryresources.co.uk MFL link for ideas/lesson plans/games etc.

www.langpix.com For pictures of animals/food etc to make your own flashcards/powerpoints etc)

www.mflresources.org.uk Games/worksheets/powerpoints/flashcards- mainly secondary but some useful resources for primary

www.momes.net really useful for poems/comptines on any subject eg numbers/fruit etc

www.atantot.co.uk  excellent for interactive whiteboards.

www.usborne-quicklinks.com useful web links to a variety of topics, just put the page number of the relevant book.

http://www.angloeuropean.essex.sch.uk/resources/primary_resource.htm Very good for resources/weblinks and ideas. http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/rgshiwyc/school/curric/HotPotatoes/index.htm Good For on line activities
http://auxpetitesmains.free.fr/ Excellent for cross-curricular lnks

www.enchantedlearning.com  American website. Good for cross-curricular links but check French! 

http://www.tre.ngfl.gov.uk  Shared resources website. Good for power points and smartboard presentations.
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