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HOW TO CELEBRATE BASTILLE DAY 

These websites and ideas could also be used for a French Day. Enjoy!

Some informative websites

http://www.whiteinbayridge.com/2008/07/cest-le-quatorze-juillet-mes-amis.html
Information about the French revolution with a clip from Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables.

http://ezinearticles.com/?Bastille-Day---Celebrate-the-French-Way&id=642558
This is an article containing some ideas on how to celebrate Bastille day .
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=3013965
A PowerPoint about the origins of Bastille Day which would be good for an assembly. You need to register for this website but resources are of a good quality.

https://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=3013947 and 

https://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=3001794
From the same website. Wordsearches on Bastille Day (La fête nationale). Suitable for upper KS2/KS3

http://community.tes.co.uk/forums/p/323090/4644723.aspx#4644723
Some great ways to celebrate Bastille Day in your school.  Who Wants to Be a millionaire sounds good with the eating of frogs and snails (pickled asparagus or something equally disgusting!) if someone gets something wrong! 
http://www.euroclubschools.co.uk/page76.htm
A really simple but informative presentation  suitable for an assembly to inform children about Bastille Day origins and celebrations. Here are also links from here to The Marseillaise (French national anthem) and a multiple choice quiz on Bastille Day.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryfrench/pf2/teachers/method_holiday.shtml
Some good teaching ideas on how to introduce holidays themes. It includes some suggestions on how to celebrate Bastille Day in your school.

20  WAYS TO CELEBRATE BASTILLE DAY

1. Put red, white and blue bunting outside the school and in the hall.

2. Let the children wear red, white and blue clothes.

3. Have a French breakfast with waiters/waitresses (staff or KS3/4 children) Ask local supermarkets if they would be prepared to donate croissants or baguettes etc . If hot chocolate is too tricky serve chocolate milk instead.

4. Write the menu in French at lunchtime. Encourage parents to pack French items in lunchboxes.

5. Have a Boules tournament. There is a clip in Salut ça va (Early Start) of children playing Boules.

6. Hire a French theatre company for the day eg Frog et Rosbeef.

7. Hire a dance teacher for the day eg  Yannick Minvielle-Debat: Yannick@frenchdanceleeds.co.uk
8. Show a PowerPoint about Bastiile Day. (See attached files and websites)
9. Have a bring and share French picnic.

10. Write to local supermarkets to receive donations of French food like pâtés, cheeses, brioche etc for a food-tasting.
11. Run a Who wants To be a Millionaire quiz. There’s one on the Prescot school website with theme music :

 http://www.prescot-school.knowsley.sch.uk/prescot-language/mfl-site/primarySchool/PrimaryMillionaireFRE.html
12. Give a French art lesson. You could get children to copy one of Monet’s paintings or Georges Seurat (he uses interesting techniques and he did a painting of the Eiffel Tower. 

13. Set up a French market in the hall: stalls can include a boulangerie, bonbonnerie, artists doing portraits (like at Montmartre).

14. Show a film: Astérix, Mr Bean’s Holiday, Être et Avoir, Les Vacances de M. Hulot. For younger children you could show the Teletubbies in French or something similar.
15. Get children to make their own Tricolore flags. Children sit in a circle and pass around a bag with coloured beanbags or card inside (including the colours red, white and blue). Each child removes a beanbag, says the colour in French and if it is red, white or blue colours in the appropriate section of a flag template.
16. Children could be given a card at the beginning of the day with the various activities listed. After each activity a sticker could placed next to the activity so that at the end of the day the children have a record of what they have done. (See attached files).
17. At some stage during the day have a sharing assembly. Get the children to say what they have enjoyed and gained from the day and to show any work they are particularly pleased with.
18. Make crêpes, croque-monsieurs (in toasted sandwich machines), yoghurt cake, pain au chocolat or croissants (in those chilled tubes). Make cup cakes and top with red, white and blue icing. Let them eat cake!
19. Make a model guillotine, Bastille or Eiffel tower.
20. Sing the Marseillaise.  Karaoke versions: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x71ex_marseillaise-karaoke_events
http://www.karaoke-version.com/free/national-anthem/la-marseillaise.html
Some of these ideas have been picked up from visits to schools in the Eastern Region.  Many thanks! 
