Mathematics Department

Coursework

Rationale:

The department recognises coursework as an integral part of the mathematics curriculum, giving pupils the opportunity to:

· Apply mathematics to a range of problems

· Make and monitor decisions to solve problems

· Communicate mathematically

· Develop skills of mathematical reasoning

· Investigate the subject further in its own right.

Coursework constitutes 20% of the marks of the GCSE Mathematics course – 10% is on problem solving investigation and 10 % is a statistical piece.

When?

Coursework should not be regarded as a ‘bolt on’ activity – it should be done as and when necessary.  Each pupil in years 7 – 11 should undertake at least one tasks per year.

Resources:

Coursework ideas may be found in:

· Schemes of work

· Impact textbooks

· Edexcel publications

· Discussions with each other!

Assessment:

Edexcel provide task-specific performance indicators for GCSE coursework – see separate publications.  The assessment is carefully moderated, both internally and externally, to ensure that standards of marking are consistent within the department.  Internal moderation consists of a sample of five portfolios from each teaching group being marked by three other teachers in the department, before consensus marks are reached at an annual moderation day.
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