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Rationale

The department’s intention in offering this course is to provide a framework for students to fulfil their individual potential in Mathematics, and to sit the tier of examination where they will perform best.  We feel that it is in our students’ best interests for their coursework to be marked by the classroom teacher, since they have been involved during the coursework process.

Provision

The course is offered at Foundation (D-G), Intermediate (B-E) and Higher (A*-C) tiers.  It is important that students are entered at the correct tier, because of the grade restrictions.  The decision over the tier at which to enter a student is taken by the class teacher, possibly in consultation with the student and/or parents/guardians, after the mock examinations in year 11.

Coursework

Coursework constitutes 20% of the final mark for GCSE.  Students need to complete at least 2 pieces (one of which must be data handling) during the two-year course.  We endeavour to set 4 pieces over the two-year course, in order to give students every opportunity to reach as high a level as possible.  Coursework is marked (by the class teacher) under three strands, and the highest mark in each strand over the whole portfolio count towards the final coursework mark.  Internal moderation of coursework takes place around Easter of year 11.

Examinations

Students take two terminal papers, one with and one without a calculator.  Mock examinations are held in January of year 11.

Resources

Each student is issued with a textook.  The department also uses worksheets from its resource base.  During coursework, teachers should facilitate the use of a computer where appropriate.  The department also has a set of graphics calculators which will be used during the course.  Past papers are located in the filing cabinets in the lobby area.
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