Mathematics Department

IMPLEMENTATION OF NNS

Schemes of Work:

· Y7 and Y8 schemes have been rewritten in line with the Framework for Teaching Mathematics.  They are very thorough working documents, which include regular testing and assessment, key vocabulary, oral/mental starters etc.

· Y9 scheme is being developed.

Teaching:

The entire department has embraced the Strategy with a great deal of enthusiasm.  The emphasis is on direct, interactive teaching and the ‘Three Part Lesson’.  This comprises an oral/mental starter, then the main lesson and then the plenary.  We regularly share and ideas and discuss good practice at departmental meetings.

Booster Classes:

With the additional funding that was available we were able to run two days of maths for last years Y9.  These took place in the Easter holidays and led to our best ever SATs results: 84% level 5+ and 63% level 6+.

Resources:

With the roll out of the strategy a number of companies have updated and invented new mathematical resources.  We have been fortunate to be able to purchase some of these and they are all used on a daily basis.  Some of these include:

A4 whiteboards (paid for by the governors), digit fans, counting sticks, loop cards, number flipcharts, rotation symmetry board.

Numeracy Across The Curriculum:

We ran a very successful ½ day INSET on this for the whole school.  We were promoting the image and perception of maths for staff, pupils, parents and the community at large.  There needs to be a greater emphasis on a common and consistent approach to maths in order that standards can be raised.

We are holding follow up meetings with link co-ordinators in order to promote a common approach and make sure we have covered relevant topics that individual departments might need.

Areas for Development:

· As a phase 2 school (which means additional funding) we are expected to attend a number of INSET courses on Numeracy. 

· Transition from Y6 to Y7 and the introduction of Link Units

· Emphasis on Data Handling in Y8

· Extra time for weak students in Y7 (Springboard 7) and stronger links with LSD.
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