Mathematics Department

Marking Policy

The department acknowledges the need for regular, accurate marking of students’ work.  This enables us to:

· assess how well an individual student and the group as a whole have understood a concept

· feed back to students about the progress they are making

· correct any errors

· evaluate our teaching.

Much classwork and some homework can be marked by students themselves.  This can be done by swapping books or students marking their own work, at the discretion of the teacher.  When students have marked their own work, the teacher needs to look over this next time the books are collected in.

At least one homework per week should be marked by the teacher.  The teacher’s marking should be diagnostic and corrective, in order for students to see where they have gone wrong.  If an error is made consistently by many members of the class, go through the question in class and get the students to copy the correction.

Marks for homework should be out of 10 or as a %.  The spellings of specialist mathematical terms should be corrected as far as possible.  After marking a student’s exercise book or homework, teachers should reflect on the effort a student has put in and award a grade 5-1 (corresponding with school effort grades – see section 8 p.5 of the Staff Handbook).  The student’s organisation and attitude should also be taken into account for this.

Comments (positive if possible) should also be used as much as possible.  Teachers should try to use the student’s name in their comments in order to personalise it.

When a teacher finishes marking a book, the book should be annotated with the teacher’s initials and the date.  This enables parents, students and the head of department to monitor the regularity of marking.
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