Mathematics Department

Assessment Policy

The department recognises the importance of regular assessment of students.  It enables us to

· Identify students’ strengths and weaknesses

· Plan subsequent lessons accordingly

· Inform the process of grouping students

· Inform students and parents regarding the progress students are making

During the first term of year7, students are assessed on three topics studied while they are in mixed ability classes.  These tests are taken by the whole year group, and every effort is made to ensure that they are taken at the same time.

After setting has taken place, the general rule is that students are tested every half term, on the topics studied during that time.  Students are advised as to the dates of tests and the topics being assessed.  There should also be at least one homework given as revision.

These half-term assessments are produced by the class teacher (Impact folders are a good resource for KS 3 and central files are kept in filing cabinets in G3-4).  When reporting results to students, results should be given as a percentage.  The class mean- average should be calculated, and this can also be reported to students.  Positions should not be given.  The class standard deviation is a good way of measuring the spread of abilities in the class.

Students can take their test papers home for parents to see, but they should bring them back so that they can be kept in their folders or stuck into their exercise books.  Copies of class results should also be kept in mark books and on the set lists in the network shared area.

Towards the end of the school year, students are given an end of year assessment.  This examination should encompass all the work done during the year.  In years 7 and 8, these examinations will be sat in class lessons and are the optional tests produced by QCA.  Year 9 SATs are in May.  There is no school- set assessment in years 9, 11, 12 and 13, since these are covered by external arrangements.  Year 10 have a formal assessment period, and take their examinations in the hall.  

When reporting to parents in the summer, results of interim assessments should be listed as well as the end-of-year result.
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