Mathematics Department

Setting Policy

Mathematics is a hierarchical subject, where the understanding of certain concepts is based upon the understanding of other concepts.  Because of this, and because of the fact that our schemes of work rely mostly on whole-class teaching, it is the view of the Mathematics Department the most effective way of teaching the subject is in ability groupings.  We therefore try to formally ‘set’ students for Mathematics as early as possible.  This process currently takes place during the Autumn term.

During the first term of year 7, students are taught in mixed ability form groups. They work on three topics, and are given common assessments at the end of this.  Students are also given NFER tests on entry to St. Joan’s.  the results of the three assessments, the NFER results, Key Stage 2 results from primary school and the recommendations of the class teacher and topic test results all form the basis of the setting process.

The process of setting is fairly flexible, depending on the numbers in each group, but it is based solely on ability, not on effort and not on personality.

A formal review of the sets takes place at the end of each school year, bearing in mind that the set in which a student is placed affects the scheme of work they follow, and, ultimately, the tier of entry for SATs and GCSE.  This formal review happens after end-of-year assessments have been sat, and recommended movements have been forwarded to the Head of Department.

It is envisaged that a student will remain in a certain set for the whole year.  However, if it is found, from interim test results and other factors, that a student has been misplaced, then movement between sets during the year is possible, in consultation with the Head of Department and other colleagues.

Movement of students between sets during year 11 is ill-advised, as the major part of year 11 is spent preparing students for their appropriate public examination.

As a general rule, students are not told the number of the set that they are in, simply the teacher’s name.
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