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The introduction of the foundation stage in September 2000 was widely welcomed by early years practitioners.  It gave this very important stage of education a distinct identity.  The early learning goals set high expectations for the end of the foundation stage, but expectations that are achievable for most children who have followed a relevant curriculum.  Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage was published to help practitioners understand what the goals mean for children aged three to five throughout the foundation stage.  The guidance shows what practitioners need to do to help children make good progress towards, and where appropriate beyond, the goals.  The guidance has been warmly received by practitioners, as they have worked with it over the last two years.

“Mathematical development in the Foundation Stage”

Mathematical development depends on becoming confident and competent in learning and using key skills.  This area of learning includes counting, sorting, matching, seeking patterns, making connections, recognising relationships and working with numbers, shapes, space and measures.  Mathematical understanding should be developed through stories, songs, games and imaginative play, so that children enjoy using and experimenting with numbers, including numbers larger than 10.  To give all children the best opportunities for effective mathematical development, practitioners should give particular attention to:

· many different activities, some of which will focus on mathematical development and some of which will draw out the mathematical learning in other activities, including observing numbers and patterns in the environment and daily routines;

· practical activities underpinned by children’s developing communication skills;

· activities that are imaginative and enjoyable;

· help for those children who use a means of communication other than spoken English in developing and understanding specific mathematical language;

· opportunities to observe, assess and plan the next stage in children’s learning;

· relevant training to improve practitioners’ knowledge, skills and understanding.

[“Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage”

QCA/00/58/May 2000]

Assessment

“To help children progress, practitioners need information about what the children know, understand and can do.  Through observing children at work, and by making notes when necessary about what has been achieved, practitioners can make professional judgements about their children’s achievements and decide on the next steps in learning.  They can also provide information for parents and carers about how children are progressing.  This process, known as ‘assessment for learning’, is central to raising achievement.  It also enhances the professionalism of practitioners by recognising their role in making judgements about their children’s progress and in deciding how much record keeping is necessary.”

[Ken Boston, Qualifications and Curriculum Authority]

The Foundation Stage Profile replaces statutory baseline assessment on entry to primary school.  Our recent expansion of funded provision for three and four year old children means that most children enter school having already spent considerable time in other foundation stage settings.  It is important that settings work together to ensure that the wealth of information gathered by each one is passed on to provide the baseline starting point on which the next practitioner can build.

Real progress has been made in implementing the foundation stage, which is now a statutory stage of the national curriculum for England, alongside key stages 1-4.  The Foundation Stage Profile is an important part of this implementation.

· It builds on the curriculum guidance.

· It reflects the key role of skilful and well-planned observations in providing reliable assessment information on young children.

· It recognises the important contribution parents and children can make to assessment.

· It has been developing drawing on the extensive expertise of that same group of early education specialists who contributed to the development of the curriculum guidance.

· It sets out a way of summarising young children’s achievements at the end of the foundation stage and provides important information for parents and year 1 teachers.

“Foundation Stage Profile”, QCA/03/1006

“Hertfordshire Nursery Learning Record Handbook”

Teaching Resources

QCA “Teaching mental calculation strategies”, QCA/99/380

QCA “Teaching written calculations”, QCA/99/486

QCA “Standards in mathematics”, QCA/99/364

DfES “Mathematical vocabulary”, ISBN 08 55229551

“Models and Images Charts”, DfES 0508-2003 GCDI

BEAM Mini Maths 1 & 2, ISBN 1 874099.642 and ISBN 1 874099.804

Other Early Years resources from BEAM, www.beam.co.uk

