HODDESDON HIGH ST 1890S Teaching and Learning Resources


WHAT ABOUT THE WOMEN? 

TEACHERS’ NOTES

Key Stage 2 – Victorian Britain

National Curriculum Study Unit 3a:

· A study of the impact of significant individuals, events and changes in work and transport on the lives of women from different sections of society

Investigation: What can we learn from looking at Hoddesdon High St in the 1890s about women’s lives in Victorian times? 
The worksheets for this are designed as examples of the sorts of activities that you might want to do with a class and will most likely need adapting and editing for your specific needs and interests. The specific activities on Mary Rainbird, Barbara Miles, Emily Draper and Rose Cock give some ideas for the sorts of information students can tease out of the database and sources.  

The Directories are a useful source for women living alone or running a business and can be looked at with the Census returns for comparison. These sources can also be compared with those for Stevenage and Tring to get a wider picture. 

Photographs are one of the most useful sources for seeing what women did and how they looked and dressed. If your class has access to Powerpoint or Publisher or another desktop publishing program, they might like to take some of the photographs that show women in a variety of activities and label them for a class display. One way into the activity using photographs is to ask the class to write down what they believe women’s lives were like in Victorian times. For example, they might think that women did not work or only did housework or did not ride bicycles. They can list these beliefs and then test them out against the evidence from the photographs. 

All of these activities are relevant for men’s activities as well and indeed, would make a useful comparison, particularly in the area of work. 

Women’s lives need to be seen in the context of the lack of welfare, pensions and benefits at the time; many women who were widowed had to support themselves and their often large families. Many were also forced to live with relatives. It is also interesting to consider the fact that in Hoddesdon many women from wealthier families did not marry (the Misses Ottey, the Misses Warner, Miss McKenzie, Miss Hodson, etc). But how many single working class women can the students find in Hoddesdon High St? Consideration of family size, frequency of pregnancies, lack of childcare outside the home, long working hours and infant mortality are all relevant to women’s experience. 

Some women who carried on businesses in Hoddesdon were Florence Collings, Fanny Collins, Charlotte Hare, Emma Tricker, Jane King, Eliza Brewster, Helen Dawson, Jane Hampton, Ellen Bryant, Rebecca Mitchell, Susannah Scott and Jane Dymock. Wealthier women such as Hannah Hoskins of Elm Place and Isobel Christie of Esdale House also offer a comparison. 

Other sources that you may find useful to use for this investigation include:

Newspapers: Isobel Christie’s obituary 7 May 1897 

Society Records: Industrial Exhibition catalogues 1898 and 1890

Society Records: Poster for debate on Women’s Rights 22 November 1893

Printed Sources – other: Auction Catalogue of Hannah Hoskins’ household furniture 7 August 1919 and house auction notices which list facilities and sizes of properties

Council Records: Medical Officer of Health Report 1894
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