RICHARD HALE SUMMER SCHOOL 2004

‘The English Country House’

As our summer school for gifted and talented pupils was for five days this year, only three members of staff were needed. Therefore, with a linguist, historian and artist on board we elected to embrace the theme above, and selected Audley End to set the scene for the ensuing educational venture. 

After an introduction to the pupils, and the opportunity for them to meet one another, we set off by coach at 9.30 to the north west corner of Essex, to Saffron Walden. There the magnificent country house can be found nestling in the landscaped grounds designed by Capability Brown.

The property now belongs to English Heritage. They are very enthusiastic to offer educational opportunities freely to Gifted and Talented Summer Schools. Although they do not offer guidance or assistance during the planning visit (we were not  invited  to meet with staff), they were enthusiastic to make sure that we were accommodated well during the visit. An educational room was made available to us, brochures provided, files of historic information, and the chance to enter the grounds and tour them from 10.ooam. A member of staff greeted us on arrival and later on security  staff  were full of praise for the interest shown by our pupils and their good conduct. 
Putting the house into historical context, by introducing the history of its development was embraced enthusiastically by the thirty rising year six pupils and the year seven pupils from our school. They read a brochure about the history of Audley End, and in groups set about finding answers to the questionnaire provided by us. A lively feed back session told us that by the time we were ready to tour the house, they already had a good grasp of its history. 

The rest of our visit was spent in the three subject groups. The artists had a drawing lesson in the grand entrance hall where walls are lined with oil painted portraits. The historians looked at sources which disclose what the life in this English Country House entailed such as the newly refurbished kitchen. Meanwhile, the linguists busied themselves filling in a questionnaire in French. This provided pupils with the vocabulary and structures they would need in order to create their own resources during the rest of the week.
After ending with football, rounders and some invention of a game with frisby, we returned to the coach with a group which was beginning to show a character and personality of its own. It wasn’t Thorpe Park they had visited, but their enjoyment and attitude indicated that it had been a highly entertaining day and a journey very much worth making.
From Tuesday to Friday, we followed our individual subject time tables, interspersed with sociable break times and games. On Tuesday morning the Art group was joined by two models, one male, and one female. They were dressed in historical costumes which were chosen to match the era of the house. The group were expected to complete an acrylic portrait each on A2 canvas by the end of Thursday, and through hard work, and amazing commitment to the task, succeeded. 
Meanwhile, the History group used the worksheets filled in at Audley End to assess how sources could be used to gather information. The next step was to differentiate between primary and secondary sources and explore how they could test them for reliability. Activities to explore what sources could tell them this included analysing a picture for what could be inferred from it as well as exploring the contents of a rubbish bin to try to piece together the life style of its owner.

Another popular practical session was using replica Victorian toys in order to find out the Victorian attitude towards play. The mock Victorian lesson made the children appreciate modern schooling methods, but the highlight of the week was making their own Victorian puppet theatres and writing their own plays to put across what they had learnt.
Upon their return the MFL students created a website of activities that could be used both by British students studying French and French visitors to the area – namely the Year 8 French exchange we do at Richard Hale.
The pupils worked on activities individually and as a group towards the end of the week. A range of activities was produced – Battleships, Who wants t be a millionaire?, Quizzes, Vocabulary Matching and many others. You can find the games on the following address:
www.quia.com/pages/giftedandtalented04.html.
They then produced a power point presentation as a summary of our week. In addition to this they created a display version of their work and progress throughout the week.

On Friday afternoon at 14.30, a display was put on for the families of the students. It was very well attended. The MFL students displayed a power point presentation in French, as well as a vocal rendition of the question.
