Hemel Hempstead School Summer School 2004

Space – The Final Frontier
Day 1

Students worked in two groups and experienced two sessions in The National Space Centre’s BT Stardome and two activities outside. In the Stardome the students were treated to light displays showing them the solar system and interesting facts about the life of stars. They were also told several fascinating Greek Myths inspired by the stars and planets. The kids were totally enthralled, spotting various constellations with frightening speed and accuracy.

Outside the dome, focus was on communication with alien. Students were asked to consider the likelihood of alien life and the Search for Extra Terrestrial Intelligence (SETI), search the skies for the star ‘( Rigilkent’ using the ‘fourmilab’ website and portray a visiting alien’s interpretation of everyday actions on earth. The aliens’ reaction to tea-making was a discussion not to be missed!

Day 2

Students looked at literature set in space and some poetry to inspire their own poems and mnemonics. They also used drama to personify the planets.

In the afternoon they used images from Hubble to create their own pieces of art using string, ‘Polyfilla’, beads etc to create texture, before colouring with acrylic paints. The final products were amazing, while the presence of two sixth-form helpers was invaluable for the ‘messy bits’.

Day 3

Day 3 began with a mathematical activity called ‘Mission to Mars’. The students worked in teams solving problems ranging from looking at the dietary needs of astronauts and how to most effectively store supplies on a spacecraft, to calculating journey times using standard index form. Again, we were amazed by the enthusiasm these tasks were approached with, although feedback indicated that the most appealing aspect of the work was that they were allowed to do maths outside!

The second session looked at the first moon landing. Groups of students were put in a high-pressure news desk situation, being asked to write articles from various viewpoints as news flashes were released. The industry the children displayed was amazing.

The final session of the day was dance – this very original session had the children dancing the reactions of the mission-control workers as news was received of Apollo 13’s problems and lying on chairs as the ill-fated astronauts. Incredible, but very uncomfortable/

Day 4

In the first session pairs of pupils were asked to research a given space mission and prepare a Power-Point presentation to the rest of the group. The work produced was wonderful and some of the pieces were used in the final presentation.

The second session saw the students completing a task from NASA’s ‘Voyager’ website. Each team was assigned a planet and we modelled the solar system on the school field.

Day 4/5

The remainder of our time was used preparing and then delivering the final preparation to parents and governors. This was a dramatic and multi-media piece using much of the work created by the students. The sixth-form helpers displayed other work that could not be included in the presentation. We had around 80 very appreciative guests in the audience and 50 very tired children and staff! 

