Beaumont Summer School 2004

During the last week in August, 29 Year 6 pupils from local primary schools were invited to Beaumont to take part in an International Summer School.  All of the invited pupils were transferring to the BeauSandVer consortium  at the beginning of September.  The focus of the week was on developing literacy skills in workshops with an international theme and on having an introduction to a new language, in this case German.

In the course of the week pupils wrote and acted creation myths, studied poetry form around the world and developed persuasive writing skills based around a visit to the British Museum.  During this visit they also investigated one of the oldest forms of language, hieroglyphs.  In the German lessons pupils quickly developed the ability to talk about themselves, to count and to describe their likes and dislikes.  By the end of the week all pupils were able to hold a short conversation in German.  

Pupils also developed some cultural understanding of German festivals and enjoyed making Fasching Masks as well as developing their ICT skills.  The week culminated in a successful presentation to parents who were able to watch sketches, hear stories and poems and watch PowerPoint presentations about what their children had learned in the week.  

Parents and pupils were very positive about their experiences in the week, both in terms of what they had learned and in making the transition to secondary school a little easier.  As one pupil put it: “I hadn’t been that keen on going to school in the holidays, but it was lots of fun.   I have learned loads and made new friends.  I am really looking forward to going to secondary school now.”
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