Comparing GCSE Geography Courses (from 2009)
	Exam Board
	Syllabus 
	Exams
	Controlled assessment
	Number of units
	Choice of units
	Other features



	Edexcel
	A
	3 x 1 hour exams @ 25% each
	1 fieldwork investigation  (25%)(from choice of 8 topics) 

Choice of presentation format
	3
	Unit 1 - all compulsory

Units 2 and 3 - choice of one topic from each section (a choice of 4 in section A and 2 in section B)
	Exams available in January and June each year

	Edexcel 
	B
	3 x 1 hour exams @ 25% each
	1 fieldwork investigation  (25%)(from choice of 8 topics) 

Choice of presentation format
	3


	Section A is compulsory in both units 1 and 2

Sections B and C both give you a choice of one from two
	Unit 3 is a DME which must be taken in summer of Year 11.  A booklet of resources will be published in January

Exams available in January and June each year

	AQA 
	A
	2 x 1 hour 30 @ 37.5% each
	1 fieldwork investigation (25%) from choice of 11 topics
	2
	Each unit has two sections.  Three topics must be chosen from each unit with at least one from each section
	Exams available in summer only so one re-sit opportunity

	AQA
	B
	3 x 1 hour exams @ 25% each
	1 fieldwork investigation (15%) from choice of 4 topics and 1 Geographical Issue Investigation (10%) from choice of 2 - to be done at different times during the course
	3
	Each unit has a choice of two options
	Exams available in January and June each year

	OCR
	A
	3 x 1 hour exams @ 25% each
	You as a global citizen - two tasks (25%)
1. Investigate how consumer decisions may have a positive or negative impact on people

2. Investigate a local retail area

4-6 hours write up for each task  Choice of presentation format
	3
	Unit 1 gives a choice of mountain or polar areas, otherwise no options
	Exams available in  June each year so one re-sit opportunity

	OCR
	B
	1 x 1hr DME (25%)
1 x 1h30 (50%)
	2 tasks 
1. Fieldwork focus based on one of 4 unit themes (15%)

2.  Geographical Investigation (10%) on choice of 9 topics which can be presented as a poster, leaflet, website, podcast, oral etc
	2
	Unit 2 is DME, both units study the same 4 themes
	DME has to be taken summer Year 10 and other exam summer Year 11 (no re-sit option)

	WJEC 
	A
	1 x 1h45 (40%), taken in Year 10
1 x 1h15 (35%), taken in Year 11
	Two assessed pieces
1. Fieldwork enquiry (10%)  5 hours, presented as a report

2. Problem-solving and DME (15%) 8 hours choice of presentation
	2
	No choice in Unit 1 but choice of one physical and one human option from 3 each for unit 2
	Two exams, one taken in Summer year 10 and one in Summer Year 11

One opportunity to re-sit the Year 10 paper in summer Year 11

	WJEC
	B
	1 x 1h (30%) in summer Year 10

1 x 2 h (45%) in summer Year 11
	Two assessed pieces

1. Fieldwork enquiry (15%)  8 hrs, written report

2. Issue based research (10%) 5 hours, choice of presentation
	2
	No choice of unit but some choice of case study
	Avery Hill
Two exams, one taken in Summer year 10 and one in Summer Year 11

One opportunity to re-sit the Year 10 paper in summer Year 11


