Top Tips for Teaching Writing AFs
	Assessment Focus
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Teaching Tips

	AF1
 To write imaginative,   

            interesting and    

           thoughtful texts;
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	· Share high quality example texts and extracts with pupils to explore different ways of writing.
· Model writing.

· Use visual stimuli to give inspiration e.g. images of people, places, objects, etc. (See 90 Things to Do with an Image on www.thegird.org.uk/learning/english/ks3)

· Use Storywheel for planning unusual narratives. 

· Start with speaking and listening activities as a way in e.g. role play, hot seating, debate, discussion, etc.

· Experiment with authorial perspective, etc.

· Provide a range of planning templates for students to use/experiment with.
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AF2
To produce texts  

          which are appropriate  

     to task, reader and 
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          purpose;
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	· Use Sequence for Teaching Writing:

1. Establish clear aims – what is the FAP?  (Form, Audience, Purpose)
2. Provide examples of that text type

3. Explore features of the example – shared reading looking for word, sentence and text-level features 

4. Define the conventions – list the ‘ingredients’ for this kind of writing
5. Demonstrate how it is written – teacher models thought processes   

6. Compose together – class contributes
7. Scaffold the first attempts – e.g. writing frames, key words, sentence starters
8. Independent writing

9. Draw out key learning
· Annotate the task to make sure they know who they are writing for, why they are writing and what type of writing they will be doing.
· Provide real tasks for real audiences - research has shown that all writers perform better when they draw on real experiences and have a clear sense of who they are writing for.  Use FAP as a checklist for form, audience, purpose.
· Matching activities – students match up examples of texts with task and conventions.[image: image7.jpg]
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	AF3
Organise and present  

          whole texts 
          effectively, 
          sequencing and 
          structuring 
          information, ideas and 
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          events;

	· Model planning, introducing a variety of planning formats and providing note-making frames.
· Preparing pupils for the structure of that genre of writing e.g.  recipe = chronological.
· Providing writing frames and sentence starters for those students who need them. 
· Organising sequencing activities:

1. students’ ideas on post-its or cards

2. key words or phrases which can be expanded

3. topic sentences/ sub-headings
4. strips containing words, phrases or whole sentences are ordered by pupils. (These can either be expanded into a full answer or stuck down as an alternative to handwriting.)

· Use flowcharts, mind maps, tables, etc. to support planning and writing.
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AF4
Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs;

	1. Paragraph Cues and Organisation:
· Share a paragraphed text with students and ask them to identify why each paragraph starts where it does. For differentiation, students could match given reasons to paragraphs. 
· Share a paragraphed text with students and ask them to give each paragraph a sub-heading that summarises what the paragraph is about. 
· Card sort – give the students cards of bullet pointed information and heading cards. Students have to sort the information cards under the appropriate headings. Explain that each set of cards will form a separate paragraph. 
· Share a text with students that does not have paragraph breaks and ask them to identify where a new paragraph should start and explain why. This can be done using shared text on the OHP or orally by reading the text to students and asking them to raise their hand when they think a paragraph break should occur. Highlight the function of the topic sentence. 
2. Paragraph Structures

· Share a paragraph with students on the OHP and ask them how the writer must have determined the order of the sentences within it. Point out the tell-tale signs e.g. choice of connectives. This could be done as a whole class using the OHP or as a group investigation with paragraphs produced onto cards. 
· Give the students a topic sentence and some bullet points of information. Ask students to construct a series of sentences around the bullet points to build up a paragraph. 
· Card sort - give the students a paragraph where the sentences have been cut up into strips and ask them to organise the sentences back into a paragraph. They must explain how the paragraph is structured (e.g. by chronology), and what the clues were that helped them complete the task, (e.g. sequencing connectives). 
· Cloze – share a paragraph with the students that has the connectives blanked out. Students must identify how the paragraph is structured and suggest appropriate connectives to fill the gaps. This could be done using OHP and mini-whiteboards. 
3. Paragraph Links and Signposts

· Share a text with the students and ask them to identify how the paragraphs have been linked together. Highlight devices used. 
· Card sort – students sort cards of connectives under headings that describe their function e.g. ‘Consequently’ under ‘Cause and Effect’, ‘However’ under ‘To Contrast’.
· Cloze – share a text with the students that has the connectives and links blanked out. Students must supply words and phrases to fill the gaps. 
· Card sort – using the connectives and links as clues, students have to order the cut up paragraphs correctly to re-form the whole text. 

· Teach Mr PEEL for paragraphs - point, evidence, explanation, link.
· These activities can also be done with the students using their own writing, either as part of the preparation / drafting process, as self-assessment after writing or to help with re-drafting.
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	AF5
Vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect;
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	· Encourage students to vary their sentences:
1. Vary the openings of sentences:

                  Start with a verb ending in ing…

                  Start with a verb ending in ed…

                  Start with an adverb ending ly…

                  Start with a preposition e.g.  over, at, on, 

                  Start with an adjective e.g. Cold and weary they sank …

2. Use complex sentences

                  Don’t just link ideas with and… and… and…
3. Use connectives to: 

                  - combine sentences 

                  - start sentences (with a comma)

                  - link sentences and paragraphs

                  - express thinking more clearly

4. Vary sentence length and construction:

                  John sprinted to work.  He was very late.

                  John sprinted to work, because he was very late.

                  Because he was very late, John sprinted to work.

                  John, who was very late, sprinted to work.

· Word Chain topical story around the class using certain types of connectives.  Each section of the story must begin with a connective.
· Use sequencing connectives to recap the plot of a story.

· Take an example of a complex sentence from your work – is it possible to shift the clauses around for a different effect/meaning?

· Sentence Modification: ‘Dr. Foster went to Gloucester’ How did he go?  When?  Who can add the most words/phrases?
· Ladder of formality – get students to either step up or step down the formality of a text by modifying the choice of words, sentences, etc.

· Annotate/model examples of how sentences may vary for purpose and effect e.g. short sentences to create tension.

· Categorising terms  – sort connectives into related groups and give sentence examples.
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	AF6
Write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses and sentences;
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	· Hangman complex sentence showing commas.  Ask students to identify sentence type purely on structure.  Play game then students come up with their own sentences using connective types appropriate to lesson/needs of group.
· Topic check of last lesson by using prepositions of time:

1. ‘Before last lesson, I knew…

2. During last lesson, I learnt…

3. Since last lesson, I found out…

4. By the end of this lesson I want to know…’
· Highlight extracts of text to show main and subordinate clauses in different colours and explain the effect.
· Subordinate Swap Shop – look through last piece of written work for a subordinate clause starting with an -ing verb.  Pass your clause to someone finish it off in the style of a particular genre – fairytale, romance etc.  Read out and rest of class guess genre.

· Give students three complex sentences using different permutations of main clause + subordinate clause, subordinate clause + main clause and main clause with embedded subordinate clause.  Ask them to explain which clause is which.  Get students to explain their answers.
· Use the Word Wall Challenge – an interactive exercise where students, in groups, create simple, compound and complex sentences. (Available at www.thegrid.org/learning/english/ks3.)

· Human Speech Marks:  Give some students a ‘punctuation role’ to play in the extract of direct speech (speech marks, comma, capital letter, final punctuation mark). Read out a sentence. Tell the students to stand at the front of the class in the order in which their designated punctuation occurs.
· Zip Zap Zoom – a fun starter that teaches punctuation.  (www.thegrid.org/learning/english/ks3.)
· Punctuation Bingo – teacher reads aloud sentences and pupils cross out the appropriate punctuation mark on a bingo card.

· Punctuation Fan – an interactive resource to help students use the correct/vary their use of punctuation. (www.thegrid.org/learning/english/ks3.)
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	AF7
Select appropriate and effective vocabulary;
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	· Synonyms – to improve vocabulary, get students to come up with lists of alternative words with the same meaning e.g.  went = walked, ran, strolled, rushed, raced; said = shouted, cried, begged, etc.
· Word Detectives: Thesaurus and dictionary activities.

· Call My Bluff – give definitions for unusual words and they guess. This helps students to explore language and vocabulary.
· Washing Line Words – create a list of words that show degrees of meaning i.e. from scorching to tepid. These can be written on paper or mini whiteboards and the class can put them in order through discussion.
· Cloze activities – give students a text with some words missed out. Either give them a bank to choose from or get them to do it on their own.
· Get students to come up with powerful adjectives to describe something e.g. a noise, etc.
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	AF8   Use correct spelling.


	· Break it into sounds (u-n-i-o-n)

· Break it into syllables (con-tin-ent)
· Break it into affixes (dis + satisfy)
· Use a mnemonic (Never Eat Chips Eat Salad Sandwiches And Remain Young!)

· Refer to a word in the same family (chemical, chemist, chemistry)

· Over-articulate it (Wed-nes-day)

· Words within words (GUM in argument)
· Refer to word history (bi = two, cycle = wheels)

· Use analogy (through, rough, enough)
· Use a key word (I’m – to remember a apostrophe can replace a  missing letter)

· Apply spelling rules ( hopping = short vowel sound, hoping = long vowel)

· Learn by sight (look-say-cover-write check)
· Visual memory (recall images, colour, font)
· Use the computer spell check! 
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