

When demonstrating my ability to:
understand, describe, select or 
retrieve information, events or ideas 
from texts and use quotation 
and reference to text,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• identify some relevant points

• support my comments using some generally relevant textual reference or quotation
to progress to level 5, I need to:
• clearly identify the most relevant points in a text, including those selected from different places

• generally support my comments by giving relevant textual reference or

quotation

to progress level 6, I need to:
•clearly identify relevant points, including summary and synthesis of

information from different sources or different places in the same text

•incorporate apt textual reference and quotation in my commentary to support my main ideas or argument

to progress level 7, I need to:
• select and apply, with increasing precision, textual reference to the

point being made, eg by making close reference at word level to refute an argument in a short stretch of text, or, deft selection across a longer textual stretch to evaluate a writer’s viewpoint

•draw on knowledge of other sources with increasing ability to develop or clinch an argument, eg referring to sources beyond the text to compare the effectiveness of imagery used


When demonstrating my ability to: 
deduce, infer or interpret information, 

events or ideas from texts,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• give comments making inferences based on evidence from different points in the text

• make inferences which are often correct, although my comments may not always be rooted securely in the text or might repeat narrative or content

to progress to level 5, I need to:
• respond with comments that develop my explanation of inferred meanings drawing on evidence across the text

• give comments making inferences and deductions based on textual evidence

to progress level 6, I need to:
• make comments securely based in textual evidence and identify different layers of meaning, with some attempt at detailed exploration of them

• make comments considering wider implications or significance of information, events or ideas in the text

to progress level 7, I need to:
• make comments which begin to develop an interpretation of the text(s), making connections between insights, teasing out meanings or weighing up evidence



When demonstrating my ability to:

identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• identify some structural choices with simple comment

• identify some basic features of organisation at text level 

to progress to level 5, I need to:
• show some general awareness of author’s craft in my comments on structural choices
• clearly identify various features relating to organisation at text level, including form, with some explanation

to progress level 6, I need to:
• explore in some detail how structural choices support the writers’ theme or purpose 

• comment on how a range of features relating to organisation at text level contribute to the effects achieved

to progress level 7, I need to:
• show evidence of some evaluation of the extent to which structural choices support the writers’ theme or purpose

• show evidence of some appreciation of the skill with which a range of features relating to organisation at text level are used



When demonstrating my ability to:
explain and comment on writers’ use of

language, including grammatical and literary features at word and 
sentence level,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• identify some basic features of writers’ use of language 
• make simple comments on writers’ choices

to progress to level 5, I need to:
• identify various features of writers’ use of language, with some explanation

• ensure that my comments show some awareness of the effect of writers’ language choices

to progress level 6, I need to:
• show evidence of some detailed explanation, with appropriate terminology, of how language is used

• show evidence of some drawing together of comments on how the writers’ language choices contribute to the overall effect on the reader

to progress level 7, I need to:
• make comments which begin to develop precise, perceptive analysis of how language is used
• show evidence of some appreciation of how the writers’ language choices contribute to the overall effect on the reader


When demonstrating my ability to:

identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• identify the main purpose of a text
• make simple comments showing some awareness of writers’ viewpoints
• make simple comments on the overall effect on a reader

to progress to level 5, I need to:
• clearly identify the main purpose of a text, often through general overview

• clearly identify viewpoint in texts, with some, often limited, explanation

• show evidence of my general awareness of effect on the reader, although my explanations may sometimes be rather limited
to progress level 6, I need to:
• precisely locate evidence for identifying the main purpose of a text at word/sentence level or tracing through a whole text
• clearly identify my viewpoint and give a developed explanation of it through close reference to the text 

• clearly identify the effect of the text on the reader, with some explicit explanation as to how that effect has been created

to progress level 7, I need to:
• make responses that begin to develop some analytic or evaluative comment on author’s purpose
• begin to develop my responses making some analytic or evaluative comment on how viewpoint is established or managed across a text 
• begin to develop responses which show an appreciation of how particular techniques and devices achieve the effects they do


When demonstrating my ability to:
write imaginative, interesting and thoughtful texts,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• choose relevant ideas and content 
• develop some ideas and material in detail

• generally establish and maintain a straightforward viewpoint
to progress to level 5, I need to:
• develop relevant ideas and material with some imaginative detail

• ensure that my development of ideas and material is appropriately shaped for the selected form

• establish a clear viewpoint, generally consistently, with some elaboration

to progress level 6, I need to:
• show evidence of an imaginative treatment of appropriate materials, and familiarity with conventions of a variety of forms, adapting them when needed to suit purpose and audience
• establish a convincing, individual voice or point of view which is mostly sustained throughout

• use a level of formality for purpose and audience which is generally appropriate and use a range of stylistic devices to achieve effect
to progress level 7, I need to:
• show evidence of an imaginative and generally successful adaptation of a wide range of forms and conventions to suit a variety of purposes and audiences
• establish a well judged, distinctive individual voice or point of view which is sustained throughout
• ensure that I use an appropriate and controlled level of formality successfully and consistently and vary my range of stylistic devices to achieve intended effect


When demonstrating my ability to:
produce texts which are appropriate to

task, reader and purpose,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• make the main purpose of my writing clear, although it may not always be consistently maintained

• ensure that the main features of my selected form in my writing are clear and appropriate to purpose

• ensure that my style is generally appropriate to the task, although my awareness of the reader may not always be sustained

to progress to level 5, I need to:
• ensure that the main purpose of my writing is clear and consistently maintained

• clearly establish the features of my selected form, with some adaptation to purpose

• clearly establish an appropriate style to maintain the reader’s interest throughout

to progress level 6, I need to:
· show evidence of an imaginative treatment of appropriate materials,

and familiarity with conventions of a variety of forms, adapting them when needed to suit purpose and audience

• establish a convincing, individual voice or point of view which is mostly sustained throughout

• use a level of formality for purpose and audience which is generally appropriate and use a range of stylistic devices to achieve effect
to progress level 7, I need to:

• show evidence of an imaginative and generally successful adaptation of a wide range of forms and conventions to suit a variety of purposes and audiences
• establish a well judged, distinctive individual voice or point of view which is sustained throughout
• ensure that I use an appropriate and controlled level of formality successfully and consistently and vary my range of stylistic devices to achieve intended effect



When demonstrating my ability to:
organise and present whole

texts effectively…,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• organise my ideas by clustering related points or by time sequence

• ensure that my ideas are organised simply, with a fitting opening and closing, which are sometimes linked

• ensure that my ideas or material are generally in logical sequence, although my overall direction of writing is often not clearly signalled

to progress to level 5, I need to:
• structure my material clearly, with sentences organised into appropriate paragraphs

• ensure that the development of my material is effectively managed across the text

• ensure that the overall direction of the text is supported by clear links between paragraphs

to progress level 6, I need to:
• clearly control and sequence my material, taking account of the 

reader’s likely reaction

• ensure that I use a range of features that clearly signal overall direction of the text for the reader

to progress level 7, I need to:
• skilfully manage and shape information, ideas and events to achieve intended purpose and effect
• demonstrate my ability to use a variety of devices to position the reader


When demonstrating my ability to:
construct paragraphs and cohesion within and between paragraphs,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• show evidence that my paragraphs/sections help to organise content

• use a limited range of connectives between sentences within paragraphs/sections
• make some attempts to establish simple links between paragraphs/sections, although this may not always be maintained

to progress to level 5, I need to:
• ensure that my paragraphs clearly structure the main ideas across a text to support my purpose

• use a range of devices to support cohesion within paragraphs/sections
• ensure that my links between paragraphs/sections are generally maintained across the whole text

to progress level 6, I need to:
• construct paragraphs that clearly support my meaning and purpose

• use cohesive devices that contribute to emphasis and effect within my paragraphs
to progress level 7, I need to:
• ensure that my paragraphing across the text is integral to meaning and purpose
• ensure that individual paragraphs are shaped or crafted for imaginative or rhetorical effect



When demonstrating my ability to:
vary sentences for clarity,

purpose and effect,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• make some attempt to vary length, structure and subject of sentences

• use some subordinating connectives 

• show evidence of some variation of my use of tense and verb forms, generally accurately
to progress to level 5, I need to:
• use a variety of sentence lengths, structures and subjects that provide clarity and emphasis

• use a wider range of connectives to clarify relationship between ideas

• use some features of sentence structure to build up detail or convey shades of meaning 

to progress level 6, I need to:
• show evidence of a controlled use of a variety of simple and complex sentences to achieve purpose and contribute to overall effect

• confidently use of a range of sentence features to clarify or emphasise 

meaning

to progress level 7, I need to:
• deploy a variety of sentence types judiciously across the text to achieve purpose and overall effect, with rare loss of control

• employ a range of features to shape/craft sentences that have individual merit and contribute to overall development of the text 


When demonstrating my ability to:
write with technical accuracy of

syntax and punctuation…,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• 
demarcate sentences accurately throughout the text, including question marks

· use speech marks to denote speech, generally accurately, with some other speech punctuation

· use commas in lists and occasionally to mark clauses, although I may not always use them accurately

to progress to level 5, I need to:
• use a full range of punctuation accurately to demarcate sentences, including speech punctuation

• ensure that my syntax and punctuation within the sentence is generally accurate, including commas to mark clauses, although some errors might occur where ambitious structures are attempted

to progress level 6, I need to:
• use syntax and full range of punctuation with consistent accuracy in a variety of sentence structures, with occasional errors in ambitious structures

to progress level 7, I need to:
• deploy a variety of sentence types judiciously across the text to achieve purpose and overall effect, with rare loss of control

• employ a range of features to shape/craft sentences that have individual merit and contribute to my overall development of the text


When demonstrating my ability to:
select appropriate and

effective vocabulary,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• show some evidence of deliberate vocabulary choices

• show some expansion of general vocabulary to match topic

to progress to level 5, I need to:
• choose vocabulary for effect

• use a reasonably wide vocabulary, although I may not always use it appropriately

to progress level 6, I need to:
• choose vocabulary generally appropriate to purpose and audience

• use a range of vocabulary which is generally varied and often ambitious, even though choices not always apt
to progress level 7, I need to:
• use vocabulary consistently, often imaginatively, which is well matched to purpose and audience

• use a range of vocabulary which is generally varied and ambitious, often judiciously chosen



When demonstrating my ability to:
use correct spelling,
to progress to level 4, I need to:
• spell most common grammatical function words correctly, e.g. you, because, although 
• accurately spell most adverbs with –ly formation

Likely errors:

• homophones of common grammatical function words, e.g. they’re/their/ there, of/have/off

• occasional phonetically plausible spelling in content words, e.g. board, acsept, hungrey, teryfing

• occasional inflected words, e.g. -es, -ed, -ies, -ied, -er, -est, -ier, -iest, -ing
to progress to level 5, I need to:
• accurately spell common grammatical function words consistently

• spell almost all inflected words accurately 
• accurately spell most derivational suffixes, e.g. -ion, ise, -al/ial, -able/ible

• accurately spell most prefixes , e.g. disappear, uncertain, exclaim

Likely errors:

• occasional phonetically plausible spelling in content words, e.g. board, acsept, hungrey, teryfing

• double consonants in prefixes, e.g. irregular, unnecessary
to progress level 6, I need to:
• generally use correct spelling throughout

Likely errors:

• occasional errors in ambitious or complex words

to progress level 7, I need to:
• spell correctly throughout, including use of ambitious or complex words[image: image1][image: image2.png]
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