CUED SPELLING
(Recommended by Hertfordshire Primary National Strategy as a Wave 3 literacy intervention)

Features 

· A method for improving spelling through tutoring in pairs

· Individualised, structured and cross-curricular

· Uses Cues – phonic sounds, letter names, syllables, chunks or mnemonics

· Child chooses their own preferred method for learning spellings

· Two individuals working together - may be same or different ages, same or different competences, fixed or reciprocal role 

· 10 steps outlined on flowchart 

· Children can be trained in half an hour 

· Can be used on a whole class basis

How much time?

· 15mins. x 3 weekly for initial ‘trial’ period of 6 weeks – could be during independent activities of Literacy hour 

Who is it for?

· Children who 

· have some basic reading skills
· know names and sounds of some letters

· are able to write legibly

Tutors

· Peers, parents, siblings, classroom assistants or volunteers

· Must check spellings correctly

· Take part in reciprocal support – children take turns to be tutor – no-one feels inferior

Teacher’s Role

· To check correct version of words are used
· Suitability of chosen words

· Check that method is used correctly (eg that tutor is not overly helpful)
· Social compatibility

· Ensure children remain on task and maintain pace
Resources

· Guidance to implement method downloadable from www.dundee.ac.uk/fedsoc/research/projects/trwresources
· Fully explained in ‘Thinking Reading Writing’  by Keith Topping, 

     Continuum London  ISBN 0-8264-4946-8
Continual monitoring of pupils` progress by teachers is essential
