SOME  POINTERS  FOR  TEACHING DANCE AT KEY  STAGE  3

· Five principal dance actions:
· travelling

· turning

· jumping

· stillness

· gesture
· 'Getting Ready' and 'opening' activities need to prepare pupils for the main body of the lesson.  Closing activities should also draw clear links.
· Ensure pupils have access to a variety of the core activities e.g. styles, types, stimuli etc.
· Be clear as to the aims of the composition session.  What skills do you want the pupils to have learnt?
· Provide pupils with clear structures for experimenting with movement.  Gain a balance between encouraging creativity and maintaining the boundaries within which the pupils work!
· CHALLENGE the individuals within the group e.g. provide pupils with a differentiated sliding scale for developing phrases of movement.  Differentiation by outcome alone is NOT adequate!
· Provide opportunities for the pupils to work individually, with a partner and in differently sized groups.
· Make frequent reference to professional dance works which offer ideas for choreographic content and structure.  These might be in the form of live performances, video, photographs and/or programme notes.
· Use appropriate dance specific language/terminology.
· Use evaluation thoroughly and positively.  Include a range of forms:
· video

· pictorial

· written

· oral

· sketchbook/diary book
and a range of methods:

· pupil self-evaluation

· paired

· teacher

· group/peers

· class

· external/audience
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