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Dear Headteacher

Assessment Updates Spring 2012 – Key Stages 1, 2 and Foundation

There are a large number of updates in the world of assessment at present.  In this letter I attempt to bring the most essential ones to your attention.  This letter is being made available electronically on our website, as it contains a number of long and complicated web hyperlinks, which will be easier to use from an electronic document.  This letter can be found at:

www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/assessment/updates
RAISEonline update (KS 1 and 2) – the unvalidated data, that was released last term, did not contain any information on Children Looked After.  This was due to a combination of factors including the DfE’s requirement for Ofsted to publish RAISEonline earlier in the year whilst also removing CLA from the School Census.  However I have been informed by Ofsted that CLA data will be in the final validated RAISEonline data release.  The validated data will also reflect any changes made to KS2 results as a result of the data checking exercise and re-marking of test papers.
At the time of writing, we do not know when the validated data will be available in RAISEonline.  We anticipate it to be during this term (Spring).
Performance Tables – Key Stage 2 results have been published on the Performance Table website: www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance.  Please check the information for your school.  If you believe that there are errors with the published data, you need to contact the Department by email at mailbox.performancedatateam@education.gsi.gov.uk, or by telephone on 0207 3408 440.  The deadline to make any request for amendments is Friday 27 January 2012.  Please do not write pupils’ names in an email document.  If you need to refer to a pupil by name, the DfE requests that you send a password-protected document (e.g. Word or Excel) and email the password for the document separately.
Key Stage 1

Assessment and Reporting Arrangements booklet - a single hard copy of this booklet should have been received by each school last term.  The entire booklet is available to download from:

www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/assessment/keystage1/a00198702/key-stage-1-assessment-in-2012 
Please ensure that all relevant staff have access to this document and are familiar with its contents.

Moderation visits – letters have been sent out to those schools who we will be visiting this year.  We have prioritised schools that have not been visited in the last three years and schools where we know that there is a teacher new to Year 2.  As in previous years, we will be holding cluster moderation events during June, to which all schools not receiving a moderation visit are strongly encouraged to send their Year 2 teacher/s.
External Moderation of our KS1 Moderation Procedures – last year Hertfordshire received an external moderation from QCDA.  This found our moderation procedures to be well-established and robust.  There were a few minor areas for development suggested which we are acting upon.  The most significant of these was the suggestion that some moderation visits should be carried out by two moderators jointly, to enhance consistency amongst the team of moderators.  Therefore some schools this year will be visited by two moderators. Please note, the presence of two moderators will in no way imply that the Local Authority distrusts a school’s assessments.  The decisions to send two moderators will be based on practical matters such as diary commitments.
The “3-ness of 3” – I have updated this document, which explores some of the issues and tensions around awarding Level 3 at Key Stage 1.  The document can be found on our website at:

 www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/assessment/ks1/resources.shtml 
Ofqual report on Statutory Assessment – last month Ofqual published its findings on statutory assessment procedures at each Key Stage. The full 43-page report can be found here:

www.ofqual.gov.uk/files/2011-12-06-national-assessment-arrangements-2010-11-report.pdf?Itemid=198
One of the key recommendations for Key Stage 1 assessment is for greater involvement of Year 3 teachers in the process, particularly with the high profile of progress measures from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2.  In Hertfordshire we already hold joint Year 2/3 moderation clusters in the autumn term.  However we are currently considering how we might further strengthen this process in the light of Ofqual’s recommendations.

Year 1 Phonics Screening check – these tests must be administered during the week beginning 18th June.  The LA has a statutory duty to monitor the administration of these tests, by visiting a sample of schools similar to the monitoring visits at KS2.  Our aim is for these monitoring visits to cause minimum disruption and, as far as possible, to avoid distracting the children taking the tests. 
More information on the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check, including sample materials, is available here:

www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/assessment/keystage1/a00200415/year-1-phonics-screening-check 
Examples of children’s writing used in Y2/3 clusters - a number of teachers have requested access to the examples of children’s work that were shared at last term’s cluster meetings.  These examples, together with assessment commentary, have been placed on our website at:
 www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/assessment/ks1/moderation.shtml
Key Stage 2

Assessment and Reporting Arrangements booklet - a single hard copy of this booklet should have been received by each school last term.  The entire booklet is available to download from:

www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/assessment/keystage2/a00197755/key-stage-2-assessment-in-2012
Please ensure that all relevant staff have access to this document and are familiar with its contents.

Access arrangements – the access arrangements area of NCATools is open from Monday 9th January to 27th February (http://ncatools.education.gov.uk).  This is where you can apply for children to receive additional time on the tests, or for early opening of papers, or for timetable variations.
Please note, additional time on tests is only likely to be appropriate for a small minority of children.  The headteacher is ultimately responsible for any applications made.  By applying, you are confirming that you believe additional time is appropriate for the child and that it is normal classroom practice for the child to receive additional time on tasks on a regular basis.  Additional time should not give the child an unfair advantage over other children.  Please also consider whether the child’s needs may be better met through other access arrangements, for example rest breaks, the use of a reader or scribe, or by making a transcript of their work. 
A few alterations have been made by the DfE concerning applications for additional time. These are as follows:

· A list of eligibility tests for additional time will not be provided this year. If schools are using eligibility tests, they should make sure they are:
- up to date;
- fully standardised;
- age appropriate; and
- have a ceiling level equivalent to, or above, the chronological age of the child.
· Schools should not use past Key Stage 2 National Curriculum tests or QCA Optional Tests as evidence in applications for additional time, as these have not been designed for this purpose.

· Reports required for section B2 of the additional time criteria (Recommendation by an appropriate professional) no longer need to have been written within in the previous school year.  The name and qualification of the professional who has written the report must be included in the application.

I would also like to emphasise that where applications are made under criterion B2, very often the professional will have conducted various tests, particularly if the professional is an Educational Psychologist.  Therefore please include relevant test results in your application in part A, where possible, as these will help inform our decision.  It is also important that the recommendation makes it clear why the pupil’s condition makes additional time necessary.  Reports containing vague phrases such as “the school should request that this child receives additional time in tests” are insufficient.
Further information on access arrangements is available here:

www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/assessment/keystage2/ks2tests
KS2 writing moderation - we are still awaiting full details from the DfE regarding the process of moderating writing.  However our current understanding is that we will be required to undertake moderation visits at a sample of schools, during which we will look at a range of writing produced by a selected sample of children.  This range of writing should cover a range of genres and contexts and may include writing produced as part of normal everyday teaching, but may also include some more unsupported pieces.  It may include the internally marked writing test, if schools have selected to use the internal test.  However schools may not yet have used the test at the time of the moderation visit, and this will not be a problem. 

The DfE is describing these moderation visits as ‘non-statutory’ this year, becoming statutory in 2013.  However we do hope that schools will welcome the opportunity for this external validation of their results.
In order to carry out external moderations of writing, we will be looking to recruit teachers with appropriate experience of teaching Year 6.  The DfE should be providing some precise guidance about who can undertake these moderations and until we receive this guidance we cannot start this process of recruiting moderators.  However, we would welcome any expressions of interest at this stage.  Supply cover costs for moderators should be available.

More information about the moderation of writing can be found here:
www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/assessment/monitoring/b00200837/key-stage-2-writing-moderation-in-2012
There are also some ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ here:
www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/assessment/keystage2/a00200845/key-stage-2-writing-moderation
DfE Writing Sample – the DfE has selected 35 Hertfordshire schools to form part of their national sample of writing standards.  These schools must take the externally marked writing tests on Tuesday 15th May.  These schools will have received notification last term from the DfE.  I will also send an email to the headteachers of these schools to ensure that they know they have been selected for this sample.
Year 6/7 Moderation Meetings – schools will already have received information about these forthcoming moderation meetings focusing on writing and aimed at developing the consistency in levelling children’s work from primary to secondary phase.  We very much hope to see as many teachers at these as possible.  In the information, we have specified which secondary schools we expect to be represented at each meeting.  Primary schools are encouraged to select whichever cluster meeting is most appropriate, based on the schools that the majority of their children transfer to in Year 7.  However, if schools need to select a different cluster for any reason, this is also acceptable.
The information about these clusters is available here:

www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/assessment/ks2/moderation.shtml
Level 6 – sample Level 6 papers, produced by QCDA last year, can be downloaded via NCA Tools (http://ncatools.education.gov.uk).  Once logged in, you will find them in the Test Orders area.
The Level 6 tests for reading and maths will take place on the 21st and 22nd May.  Please note that children taking the Level 6 tests must also have taken the Levels 3-5 test in the previous week.

In order to be awarded a Level 6, a child must fulfil both of these conditions:

 - achievement at Level 6 on the Level 6 test

 - achievement at Level 5 on the Levels 3-5 test.

If a pupil is entered for the Level 6 test and does not achieve it, their level will depend upon their achievement in the Levels 3-5 test.

Please bear in mind that we would only recommend entering children in to the Level 6 test if you believe it to be appropriate for that child.  This includes that there has been appropriate curriculum coverage of Level 6 material.

Monitoring Visits - as in previous years, monitoring visits (sometimes known as ‘spot checks’) will take place before, during and after the tests (including Level 6 tests).  These are to ensure that schools are taking appropriate measures to ensure the confidentiality and security of test papers and children’s scripts at all times and also to ensure that the environment in which children take the tests is appropriate – for example that any wall display that could potentially give children an advantage is covered up and that children are seated in such a way that they cannot copy each other’s answers.
DfE Science Sample – as in previous years, the DfE will select a sample of schools to sit science tests.  The selected schools will be notified by DfE by the end of February.  These schools will have a statutory requirement to take the tests on Friday 18th May.  Outcomes of the science sampling tests will not be used for school or local authority level accountability purposes.
The 2012 Key Stage 2 Science sampling arrangements (SSA) will be made available for schools when they have been notified of their inclusion in the sample.  More information will be available at:
www.education.gov.uk/sciencesampling  from February 2012.
Early Years Foundation Stage 
Assessment and Reporting Arrangements booklet - a single hard copy of this booklet should have been received by each school last term.  The entire booklet is available to download from:

www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/assessment/eyfs/a00200086/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-assessment-in-2012
Please ensure that all relevant staff have access to this document and are familiar with its contents.

Attainment on Entry data collection - last term we conducted the first collection of data on children’s attainment on entry to Nursery and Reception using the ‘ages and stages’ form of assessment.  Over 65% of schools submitted data, which we feel is a very positive response for the first of such collections.  Hopefully the data analysis that those schools have received will prove to be very useful in evaluating progress across the Foundation Stage.  As this was the first of such data collections, and therefore somewhat of a ‘trial run’, we are aware that there may have been some minor technical errors or inaccuracies in the data submitted by some schools.  Hopefully as we continue with the process, the data will become increasingly more accurate and robust.  In the light of feedback from schools, we will make some adjustments to the guidance provided for future data collections, which will hopefully make the process clearer.
We will be collecting attainment on entry data for the Spring intake of Nursery children later this term.  Details will follow shortly.
I would like to reassure all Headteachers that this data is for your internal use only.  It has not been made available to Ofsted.  You can of course present the data to Ofsted and refer to it in your SEF as you wish.
New EYFS Profile – Hertfordshire is taking part in the trial of the revised EYFSP next year.  Schools wishing to be involved in trialling the new EYFSP will be invited to contact us.  Details of this will be sent to schools shortly by letter.  An email to this effect has also been sent to Headteachers.
For further updates on all assessment matters, please check our website or follow us on twitter: www.twitter.com/hertsassessment.

Yours faithfully

Ben Fuller

Assessment Adviser
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