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Dear Colleague

Y6/7 English moderation clusters

FAO: Year 6 teachers / Literacy Co-ordinator


Key Stage 3 teachers/ teacher i/c Key Stage 3 English

With the move to teacher assessment of writing at Key Stage 2, it is important that colleagues across phases have a shared understanding of, and agreement about, what demonstrates attainment at different national curriculum levels in English. This is particularly so as primary schools are now able to report teacher assessments at Level 6 and these will be used in Performance Tables.  

To this end, a series of Y6/7 moderation clusters, focussing on English and, in particular, writing, are being held at various locations in the County over a two week period beginning 30th January for colleagues in Key Stages 2 and 3. These meetings will also provide the forum to discuss activities and situations that provide good assessment opportunities at both key stages.

These moderation meetings will be facilitated by advisers from the English and assessment teams. During the meeting you will have the opportunity to take part in a standardisation activity using materials provided by the advisers. (these will provide a benchmark for the moderation of your own pupils’ work) as well as discuss a range of evidence for two or three of your own pupils. 

We would ask that you bring along a range of work for two or three pupils working in the ranges of level 4 to level 6 (particularly pieces assessed for writing.)  It will be most beneficial if these pupils are on the borderline between two levels as this promotes high quality discussions about what differentiates one level from another. 

Colleagues have noted that these meetings are most beneficial where colleagues from both the primary and secondary sectors have the opportunity to discuss work and share good practice and we hope you will be able to join us at one of these events.

The location, date and time for your nearest cluster are enclosed and places can be booked using the attached reply slip.

Suggestions of what materials teachers should bring to clusters can be downloaded from the Assessment team area of ‘The grid’ (http://www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/assessment/ks2/moderation.shtml) 

We look forward to meeting you in January.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Wilson




Liz Shapland

Lead Adviser, Assessment Team

County English Adviser

