‘The 3-ness of 3’
Clarifying common misconceptions about 
end-of-Key Stage 1 Assessment
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This situation – in particular the allocation of 21 points rather than 19 to Level 3 – has given rise to many concerns, some of which are based upon misconceptions. These are explored below.

Misconception: “If you award a pupil Level 3 they must be a 3b.”
This is not true.  The point score of 21 is equivalent to a 3b – however if the pupil is working anywhere within Level 3 (low, secure or high) then Level 3 must be awarded. This is statutory.
Misconception: “If they’re only just into Level 3, you should call it a 2a”.
The key point to remember is the ‘NOFAN’ principle. 

(Never / Occasionally / Frequently / Always / Naturally)   

At what level is the pupil attaining frequently or always? They may be showing occasional glimmers of attainment at Level 3 – but that would indicate 2a.  3c becomes appropriate if there are several significant areas of the Level 3 descriptors that the pupil is frequently meeting.
“You can get a Level 3 in maths with only 12 marks out of 30 – so the standard of L3 at KS1 is not the same as the standard at KS2.”

The key point is that it is Teacher Assessment, not the test result, that is submitted at the end of KS1 – which must be based upon children’s normal class work. The test is one part of the picture, but unless it can be shown that the pupil is typically working within Level 3, they can’t be assessed as Level 3.  The criteria upon which teachers make their assessments (either Herts Pink Book or APP guidelines) are the same for KS1 and KS2.

“It’s harder to get value added at KS2 if you award a pupil a Level 3 because the Level 3 is given 21 points.”
The reason given is wrong, but it is true that there is less scope to ‘add value’ to a pupil who has been assessed at Level 3 at KS1 because of the ‘ceiling effect’.  Value added works by comparing like with like. The national average KS2 result (2009) for pupils awarded Level 3 in reading, writing and maths at KS1 was an APS of 32.3 (approx 5b). Therefore your KS1 L3 pupils will only have ‘value added’ if they achieve a significantly higher point score than this – however, scoring maximum marks in all the tests yields an APS of 35.7. So whereas there is the potential for a KS1 L2 pupil to achieve a very large value added (e.g. by attaining a L5) the most value added a KS1 L3 pupil can possibly achieve is just over 3 points (half a level).  NB the ‘21 points’ issue is irrelevant to this argument.

“A KS1 Level 3 child will need to achieve at least a 5b at KS2 to have made 12 points progress.”

In terms of the official DCSF data, this is true.  However we do recommend that schools record pupils’ KS1 attainment in their internal tracking systems using the sub-levels, i.e. 3c, 3b, 3a – so that KS2 staff have as accurate a baseline as possible. (This is particularly important for a Y3 teacher!)  Schools would then be able to demonstrate 12 points of progress where a child has progressed from 3c to 5c.  
“It’s harder to achieve the ‘2 levels of progress’ measure with pupils assessed as Level 3 at KS1.”

This is true. Despite the ‘2 levels of progress’ measure being designed as a simpler way of looking at progress than CVA, it contains some curious anomalies, e.g.  a pupil progressing from 2a to 4c has only made 8 points progress but has technically met the conditions for the ‘2 levels’ measure. (This is why describing progress in terms of points scores is more commonly used by Ofsted and a better measure to use in the SEF.)  A further anomaly arises due to the averaging of pupils’ KS1 Reading and Writing levels to give the baseline for the ‘2 levels’ measure.  If a pupil’s reading and writing levels are 3 and 2a – or indeed 3 and 2b – these are ‘averaged’ to a Level 3 and therefore the pupil must attain a Level 5 at KS2 in English to fulfil the ‘2 levels’ measure.
___________
NB the last 3 arguments are all connected with progress from KS1 to KS2.  However when assessing a pupil’s level of attainment at KS1, it is important that concerns about future progress are put aside and teachers focus on making the correct, accurate judgement for the child.  The Headteacher is ultimately responsible for ensuring that the data submitted is accurate. Incorrect assessments can have major implications on future progress data.
For further guidance on all aspects of end-of-Key Stage 1 assessment, please refer to the Assessment and Reporting Arrangements 2010 purple booklet.
Ben Fuller, Assessment Adviser, Standards & School Effectiveness, Hertfordshire CSF
www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/assessment 
At the end of Key Stage 1, pupils’ levels of attainment in Reading, Writing and Mathematics are submitted as either:





W*	1	2c	2b	2a	3





 (Level 4 can be awarded but this is extremely unusual.) 


* if W, then P-levels should also be submitted if the pupil has special educational needs.





When these levels are converted into points scores – for the purposes of statistical analysis – the scores used are as follows:





	Level	   W	  1	2c	2b	2a	3


	Points	    3	  9	13	15	17	21














