Frequent Asked Questions for Colleges Spring 2006: Data Questions
1. What data can Local Authorities access?
At present, Local Authorities are able to access data in the Learner Achievement Tracker (LAT) for their own Value Added (VA) and Distance Travelled (DT) provision, if they offer any.  Via the Document Exchange, they will also be able to download PDF documents that contain the VA and DT charts for the school sixth forms in their area.  They will therefore not need to access data for each school individually and print this off.
2. The learner numbers are incorrect in the charts.  What can we do about this?
Several providers have raised queries regarding the validity of the data contained in the VA and DT charts.  The main concern is the accuracy of the learner numbers in the charts.  It is important to note that, in order to measure VA and DT, learners have to meet certain criteria, and if they do not, then they are excluded from the measure.  The main reasons for exclusions are:

1) Learners have not achieved a qualification.  For the 2004/05 VA measure, fails are excluded from the measure and are therefore not shown in the LAT.

2) AS qualifications have been discounted.  Where a learner has taken an AS level in 2003/04 or 2004/05 and an A level in the same subject in 2004/05, the AS qualification is discounted.  It is therefore not shown in the LAT.

3) Learners for whom we have no prior attainment information are excluded.  A data matching contractor provides us with information regarding a learner’s prior attainment.  There are instances where learners have no prior attainment, either due to the learner having not achieved qualifications at level 2 or below, or data not being available for a learner.  This is a particular issue for people that have migrated to England.
4) Only learners aged 16, 17 or 18 as at 31 August 2004 are included in the 2004/05 measure.

5) Only certain qualifications are in scope for the VA and DT measures.

For further information regarding these points, please refer to the Quality Improvement Pack.
3. How do we correct data that are within the LAT?
Providers have an opportunity to amend data used to calculate VA very early within an academic year.

Data used to calculate VA are taken from those used in the calculation of the Department for Education and Skills post-16 Achievement and Attainment Tables (AAT).  Early in the academic year, schools and colleges are sent information regarding the performance of their post-16 provision in the previous academic year and they are asked to verify the accuracy of these data.  These un-amended data are those that are published in the first LAT data release of an academic year.

Where providers have concerns regarding these un-amended data, they have the option to make the necessary amendments to these data and submit them for inclusion in the AAT.  These are then included in a later LAT release.

Data taken from the latest available ILR returns submitted to the LSC by providers are used in the DT calculations.  Where a provider resubmits an ILR after DT data have been produced, any amendments in these data will not be included in the LAT.

4. The number of qualifications in my DT WBL LAT report differs significantly from that in my Qualification Success Rate report.  Why is this?
Learners doing NVQs as part of an apprenticeship are included in both the apprenticeship and NVQ figures in the DT WBL reports in the LAT.  Data are analysed in this way because of feedback from stakeholders including providers and ALI noted this was a more appropriate way to treat WBL provision.
 

There is sometimes confusion regarding WBL success rates in terms of why some learners are classified as 'NVQ only' and others as 'Framework' and there is a difference between the way things are done for the FE and WBL sectors - if you study an NVQ in an FE provider then your performance is judged solely against the NVQ itself, rather than the technical certificate and Key Skills that are delivered in conjunction with the NVQ.
 

By separating these components for VA and DT, although at present we don't have reliable data to show information for Key Skills or Technical Certificates, we feel that it is a more reliable qualification-based measure.  As we do not intend to publish anything aggregated by provider we feel that we won't have any issues of double-counting, which would of course be a problem with any success rate calculations.
5. Why are the data in LAT different to those being used by Ofsted and ALI?
The data that are available in LAT release 1 (8 March 2006) are:

· the un-amended VA data that were sent to schools and colleges as part of the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) Achievement and Attainment Tables checking process

· DT data for work-based learning providers only.

In May 2006, LAT release 2 will contain the following:

· The amended (final) VA data that were published in the DfES Achievement and Attainment Tables

· Amended DT data for work-based learning providers, which will improve the way in which subject names are assigned and also include additional learners

· DT data for FE providers.

The data to be made available in release 2 are the data that ALI and Ofsted are using.

Frequent Asked Questions for Colleges Spring 2006: Provider Gateway Access Questions
1. We uploaded some documents onto the provider gateway and now they are no longer there.  What has happened to them?

An issue has been reported to us regarding the disappearance of some data from the Provider Gateway.  The cause of this has been that some documents were corrupted as they were uploaded.  They have therefore been removed from the Provider Gateway.

Apologies for the inconvenience that this may cause, but the easiest way to make these documents available once again is to re-upload them to the Provider Gateway.  If this is not feasible then you should contact your local LSC office.

2. How can I print information from the LAT?

A PDF document is being made available for every provider that has data on the LAT.  This will contain all the charts for a provider.  This will be the easiest way to print the information that is required.

However, there may occasionally be situations whereby you wish to print an individual sheet.

First of all, you need to access the gateway by clicking on the URL - https://gateway.lsc.gov.uk/ProviderGateway/
This takes you to the Gateway front page.
Click on the link to the LAT on the left hand side of the page.

Enter your user name and password.

Click on the Summary Report link on the left hand side. 

Click on the VA link underneath. You will then be able to see the summary report and the separate reports for each area of learning. Click on each link as required. 

To print: 

Go to the bottom of the page under the graph and tables.

In the white space between the ‘contact information tab’ and the table, highlight the tables and graphs from the bottom up.  

Ensure only the table and graphs are highlighted. 

Please note - As you get to the top of the page, stop once you have highlighted the ‘output type’. DO NOT PICK UP THE LAT TITLE WRITTEN IN PINK. If you go up as far as the title it will also highlight the links on the left hand side of the page and will not print the full table.  

Once you have highlighted the table and graphs only, go to File and Print. 

Choose selection from the print option 

Choose to print in landscape 
Choose Print 
3. Where are the FE Stats Update and OLT Workbooks located?

The blank template can be found in the Document Exchange area of the Provider Gateway.  When you click Document List there is an option called Templates.  This area contains the blank templates for the FE Stats Update and OLT Workbooks.
If you have a query that is not answered by these FAQs then please contact your local office, who will be able to deal with any queries that you may have.
