Value added for 16-19 learners: recent developments
Value added in the Learner Achievement Tracker

The value added (VA) for 16-19 learners measure available through the LAT is currently being piloted. The primary purposes of this measure are to support:

· improvements in teaching and learning by schools and colleges

· inspection

· planning and quality assurance arrangements by the LSC.
VA outputs for the LAT are based on those qualifications achieved within a specific academic year. For example, the LAT produces VA information by qualification and by subject for the previous year.  This will enable providers, inspectors and the LSC to review the progress made in individual qualification and subject areas over the given academic year, such as all AS level mathematics qualifications taken in 2005/06.  

Institution level value added measure

The DfES is taking forward work on an institutional measure of VA for 16-19 learners, to be included in the Achievement and Attainment Tables (AAT) for schools and colleges. This measure will give a single, overall indicator of value added and will include all level 3 qualifications.  It will be based on a subset of the same data from awarding bodies used as the basis of the VA measure published in the LAT.  The measure will be piloted with a sample of schools and colleges in January 2007 (2005/06 data), with a view to rolling out nationally in January 2008 (2006/07 data).  

The institutional VA measure will be one of a number of institutional performance indicators published in the AAT. In line with the approach taken for VA at other key stages, the institutional measure will be based on the total achievements of each student within the given period of study.  It will be a single overall indicator of value added reflecting the total, cumulative achievements of students throughout their period of sixth form study.      

How the two VA measures will work together 
The LAT and AAT measures serve slightly different purposes, but are designed to be complementary.  The key differences between the two measures are:

· The AAT measure produces a single, overall institutional score based on total point score achieved by learners. It includes all level 3 qualifications. It does not produce data on qualifications and subjects.  

· The LAT measure reports data by qualification and subject. It includes graded level 3 qualifications only. (Ungraded level 3 qualifications are included in the distance travelled measure, alongside qualifications at levels 1 and 2.) It includes all qualifications achieved by 16-19 year old learners in a given year. It does not produce a single, overall, institutional score. 
