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1. Welcome
Welcome to the summer edition of the 14-19 newsletter.  This newsletter provides updates and information about 14-19 developments both nationally and in Hertfordshire.

This has been an extremely busy time for the 14-19 phase of education.  In March the results of the Diploma Gateway process were announced by the DfES and Hertfordshire fared very well with 17 successful Diploma submissions for 2008 or 2009. Many thanks to SAPG Co-ordinators and all colleagues involved for the huge amount of work put into these applications. All SAPG groups are now considering the next round of Diploma Applications which will take place next term. Please see more detailed information in the newsletter below or click here.
In addition, the third round of the 14-19 Progress Checks has been completed (see link to Progress Check information below) and Hertfordshire County Council has just gone through its Joint Area Review of Services for Vulnerable Young People.
It is always helpful to receive comments and feedback on newsletters to ensure that future editions are as good as possible. Please send any comments to Juliet Greely, Senior Project Officer email: Juliet.greely@hertscc.gov.uk
To access the latest 14-19 newsletter from the Dfes website http://www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19/index.cfm?sid=30
2. The 14-19 Team 
The 14-19 Team has recently expanded and we are delighted to have acquired two new 14-19 Advisers with a broad range of knowledge and expertise in the area of 14-19 education and training.

Eileen Gordon leads the team which will be offering a wide range of CPD to support schools’ development of the 14-19 curriculum changes. We also respond to specific requests from individual schools. We will be offering curriculum analysis and development, training on vocational courses, advice and support regarding the on-line prospectus, in depth advice about the work related curriculum, alternative curriculum content, new developments eg the Extended Project, Foundation Learning Tier. We will also be developing networks for curriculum managers, Heads of Sixth Form.
Outlined below is a brief biography of each of the team members together with their contact details.
Eileen Gordon- 14-19 Strategy Manager Eileen joined Hertfordshire in September 2006 before which she was Chief Executive of the Learning Warehouse in Bedfordshire, a vocational centre in Bedfordshire which was also a 14-19 Pathfinder. Eileen has been in secondary education for over 30 years and has held a variety of senior roles such as Head of Sixth, Deputy Headteacher and Acting Headteacher. She has worked as a consultant for LSN and been involved in initiatives and projects ranging from writing proposals for modern languages KS2 to a leadership development programme for the secondary sector in Bedfordshire.
Juliet Greely – 14-19 Senior Project Manager  Prior to her appointment to CSF, Juliet worked for the Local Government Association for 5 years where she worked on the Spending Review, Local Public Service Agreements, Comprehensive Performance Assessment and Extended Schools.  In addition to this she has worked for the National Union of Teachers.  Juliet is a qualified teacher and worked in Hertfordshire for 5 years.  Juliet’s current work is focused on 14-19 Curriculum and Qualifications and data analysis and management and in particular the development of the Hertfordshire 14-19 Prospectus.
Mary Hurlstone – 14-19 Adviser Mary joined the standard and school effectiveness Team in January 2006 from the Hertfordshire Careers Service where she was a senior manager. For nearly four years Mary was the Consortium Director for Herts b2e and prior to that was county Adviser for Careers Education for seven years. Although trained originally to teach Art in primary schools, Mary’s teaching experience was in teaching Business and Administration, Careers education, Work Related Learning and education business links in a Hertfordshire secondary school. She has also worked part time in further education and training a sales team in an international company
Kay Leach – 14-19 Adviser Kay has worked in Secondary School Education for 16 years. In this time she has led the delivery of courses including Economics, Business and Sociology. Kay has also coordinated the provision of a wide range of vocational education including BTEC, GNVQ AVCE and Applied courses and delivered assessor training relating to these. More recently she has worked as part of a Senior Leadership Team on whole school initiatives including Performance Management and Learning and Teaching themes, for which she has delivered CPD
Anne Worsley – Anne has worked in Further Education for 27 years during which time she has worked in a wide range of provision including  A Level, Access, Languages, Public Services, Sport Studies , Care and Early Years and Performing Arts. Anne has extensive collaborative experience with schools and other institutions as a teacher, senior tutor and senior manager and recently has been co-ordinating Aim Higher provision in an area of Essex. In addition, Anne has delivered a wide range of CPD including tutoring, target setting, active teaching and learning.

3. Hertfordshire’s Gateway Successes - the best shire county in the Eastern region!
Hertfordshire is delighted with the high number of successful submissions that the Strategic Partnership Groups (SAPGs) made to the Diploma Gateway Process, to start teaching the first 5 new Diplomas from September 2008 onwards. 
A total of 6 bids received an unconditional acceptance for a 2008 start, 4 for a conditional start for 2008 (a short report addressing identified issues needs to be completed by July and accepted by the DfES) and 7 for a conditional start for September 2009 (once again a report has to be made and accepted by the DfES, the timeline is within 9 months).

The North Herts SAPG is only 1 of 10 consortia in the country to have been approved for all 5 Diplomas (one conditional) for 2008.  This group will now be hosting learning visits from other groups coming to Hertfordshire from all over the country.  

Planning has already started for the next round of applications due in the Autumn term.
There is a raft of support available for the development of the Diplomas from organisations such as the Specialist Schools Trust, NCSL and CEL etc as well as that offered at a local level through CSF.

Nationally out of 40,000 learners targeted for the 2008 start Hertfordshire has over 2,000.

For information on the Diploma Gateway results please see the DfES 14-19 Gateway website: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19/index.cfm?sid=36
4. Functional Skills Pilot

The Gateway guidance explained that consortia approved to offer Diplomas in

September 2008 would participate in the Functional Skills pilots in September 2007. 

The FS awarding bodies will manage the pilot, overseen by the QCA, and support individual pilot centres. The Secondary National Strategies (SNS) and Quality Improvement Agency (QIA) will also provide training and resources to support effective teaching of FS.

Staff from the Children, Schools and Families’ Secondary National Strategy and 14-19 teams are attending DfES briefings about Functional Skills. They will be working with the National Strategy consultants and 14-19 Advisers to deliver training and support for the schools identified by the SAPGs for the pilot.
FS will be, in time, incorporated into GCSEs (English, mathematics and ICT),

Diplomas and apprenticeships; they will also be available as standalone qualifications for young people and adults. The pilots beginning in September

2007 will cover the three functional skills areas: English, mathematics and ICT at entry level and levels 1 and 2.

Schools and colleges, teachers and learners from the 3 SAPGs which received category 1 (unconditional start for September 2008) and category 2 have been nominated to take part in the pilot.  We will ensure that we keep you all up-to-date with progress with the pilots.

For further information about the Successful Consortia Support Pack including functional skills please click here: 
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19/index.cfm?sid=36&pid=293&ctype=None&ptype=Contents
5. Diplomas – specifications for the next phase 
QCA has now published for the first 5 Diplomas:

· interim criteria for the recognition of Component awarding bodies and Diploma awarding bodies 

· final drafts of the criteria for the accreditation of Diploma qualifications (including criteria for the first five lines of learning).
These will be of most interest to awarding bodies, sector skills councils, SSDA and college and school partnership consortia.  Please visit the QCA web site:http://www.qca.org.uk/17406.html for more information

The specifications for the new diplomas should be available by the end of May following QCA approval.
The 5 diplomas in the Gateway process for 2009 starts are:

· Land Based Industries, 
· Hair and Beauty, 
· Business and Finance, 
· Hospitality and Catering, 
· Manufacturing. 

Currently, SAPGs are planning for these and other curriculum developments in 2008/09/10.
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19/documents/14-19dfesnewsletter2.pdf

6.Work-related learning

New resources:

QCA have published another booklet in the series to support Work-related learning at KS4.  This publication focuses on the provision for more able learners.  The format is the same as for the others in the series.  It includes information on the rationale for work-related learning with more able learners, planning, examples of different approaches and case studies.

QCA/07/3073  ISBN 1-85838-984-8  

Applying It!

A free DVD from the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust

The content of this DVD highlights effective and inspirational applied learning pedagogy.  It contains real life examples, online materials and resources.  To order visit:

http//www.ssatrust.org.uk/vocational learning/default/aspa
7.Enterprise learning:

DfES Enterprise Education Conference 
Look out for information on the latest DfES hub area conference for Headteachers. Hertfordshire’s event is on Friday 13 July, 9.30-4.30 at the Fielder Centre, Hatfield.  LewisLive, the conference management organisation, are again co-ordinating these conferences and for Hertfordshire, working closely with Julie Coyte, the Business and Enterprise Co-ordinator at Barnwell School, our enterprise hub.  For further information please contact Julie on: 01438 222500 or email her at: j.coyte@barnwell.herts.sch.uk 

Enterprise Education Practitioners' Workshops 
For real life examples of enterprise in the curriculum why not come along to one of this term's workshops?  There is no charge.  They are taking place on: 
Thursday 7 June, 12.30-3.30 at Adeyfield School in Hemel Hempstead or 

Monday 25 June, 12.30-3.30 at Broxbourne School 
To book a place (and your lunch) contact either Julie Coyte or Viv Arey (01707 649789, mobile 07780 726766, email: vivien.arey@virgin.net 

S'EEN (Schools' Enterprise Education Network) 
Another useful website on which to find advice, information and ideas in enterprise education - this time across the whole country.  The link is: http://www.schoolsnetwork.org.uk  

8. 14-19 Conferences

East of England 14-19 Curriculum Conference: Increasing collaboration and participation to raise achievement

Thursday June 28th and Friday June 29th at New Hall College, Cambridge

This is the fourth regional 14-19 conference and is aimed at senior and middle managers from schools and colleges, representatives from LSCs, LAs, Education Business Liaison agencies,  the Connexions Service, Community Education, business, training providers and Higher Education.  It is designed as a two-day residential event, which can be accessed on a daily basis if desired.

The conference aims to give you the most up-to-date factual information on the 14-19 curriculum and covers major issues, future developments through an opportunity to network with colleagues from a range of organisations.   Keynote speakers over the two days include Ann Hodgson, Institute of Education, University of London, Professor Richard Pring, Lead Director Nuffield Review, Chris Hilliard, Government Office East of England.

Extending choices, improving chances

Manchester, 10-11 July 

For senior leaders and partner organisations

Based at the Theatre of Dreams, the conference includes a twilight tour of ManUs stadium

See SSAT site for more details

9. Consultations

Funding Consultation
The government are consulting currently about changes in funding to meet the 14-19 curriculum developments in recognition of the real costs associated with delivering vocational learning.

Please click here for link to the consultation in full: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDetails.cfm?consultationId=1466
Key Stage 3 Reforms Consultation
These will impact on how the 14-19 developments will build on changes in key stage 3

The reforms are looking at addressing the following issues
· Developing  independent learning, learning to learn skills and a platform for 14-19 choices

· Improving level 2 Attainment

· Encouraging civic participation

· Improving healthy lifestyle choices

· Reducing NEETS numbers ie young people not in education, employment or training
· Schools need to plan for learning rather than plan the curriculum to meet the institution’s needs

What needs to be different?

· Use of curriculum to encourage analysis, to have greater purpose and value

· Develop KS2 to KS3 coherence- and then  onto KS4

· Focus on the whole person

· Be appropriate for our changing society, economy, technology

· Be adaptable, inspiring ad challenging

There will be statements of importance for each subject and a key focus on generic learning skills.

Please see the website for detail-www.qca.org.uk
Raising the Learning Leaving Age

The Green paper emphasises the following issues:-

· Need to improve our international standing and competitiveness

· Benefit the economy – estimate increases £1.4 billion/year

· Create greater level of affluence- those with full level 2 earn 25% more over a lifetime than those without

· See this in the context of the Leitch and Lyons reports, Youth Cohort Study, Schools Funding Consultation, the development of the entitlement

· Need to deal with the under participation at 17

· Phased introduction – up to 17 by 2013, and 18 by 2015
Please click here for link to consultation in full: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDetails.cfm?consultationId=1465
10. IAG for Careers Co-ordinators in Schools

Connexions is working with the seven SAPGs to offer CPD for Careers teachers in schools. Depending on the needs of the specific area, this will involve familiarisation with the new IAG standards, tools and resources for use in the curriculum, support for accessing Business to education facilities, using the on-line prospectus. 
There will also be an opportunity to find out about the CEG Quality Award - 20 schools in Hertfordshire have achieved this and another 20 are actively working towards it.
Dates that have been agreed so far are as follows:

· North Herts SAPG - Monday June 18th time and venue tbc

· South East Herts SAPG – Tuesday 19th June at Chauncy School between 9.00 am – 12.30 pm

· St Albans and Harpenden SAPG – Monday 25th June tie and venue tbc
Please contact Tim Edwards / Diane Thompson / Angus Laing / Sarah Feekins from the Connexions CEG Team for further details on  01462 704962.
11.The New A Levels 
Edexcel hosted the first of its GCE 2008 launch seminars on the 23 rd of April.

The keynote speaker was Mary Curnock Cook, Director of Qualifications and Skills at QCA.  The core theme of her speech was that the new diplomas will open up A levels to more young .people.  This will occur as the Diplomas taken at level 2, increase access routes of progression to level 3 and because students will choose A levels as part of their level 3 diploma.

She then went on to describe the “significant changes” to A levels which were addressed in the full speech which can be accessed by following the link below:

http://developments.edexcel.org.uk/gce2008/news/launch
OCR and AQA are also running similar launch days across the country.  

OCR - to receive the latest information by email, register at www.ocr.org.uk/14-19signup
AQA – for information about the GCE Launch Roadshow to launch the new specifications for first teaching from September 2008 please click here: http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/new_GCE_roadshow.php
The new GCE draft subject specifications and sample examination papers are now available on the websites of Edexcel, OCR and AQA, to facilitate early planning for the September 2008 delivery. 
12. DfES 14-19 Education and Skills

Please keep an in touch with 14-19 issues on the DfES 14-19 Education and Skills website – http://www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19/ 

