Example of Eliciting Children’s Views
▪The SLT had been working on the ‘Achievement & Enjoyment’ section of their SEF.

  They wanted to find out more about: 

   - what children think they can have the opportunity to learn about/achieve at their school, 
- what makes learning enjoyable for the children, 
- what motivates the children to achieve at their school.
▪They wanted a different way of gaining this information from children other than the traditional questionnaire.

▪Decided to explain what they are trying to achieve to the School Council and asked members of the School Council to formulate a set of key questions that children would understand to elicit their views.
▪The School Council produced 2 sets of questions (one for children in KS1 & KS2 and another for children in Nursery & Reception).
▪These questions were used to facilitate discussions in their classes, with the School Council Reps leading the discussions & asking the class teachers to act as scribes.

* In Nursery & Reception the teaching staff facilitated the discussion at opportune moments.
This was a simple, but very successful approach because the children worded the questions in terms that their peers understood.

The discussions took place in a relaxed atmosphere

Very impressed with the children’s ability to express their ideas/views

Some examples of what the nursery children said:
· We can learn to: use glue & scissors, ride a trike, do exercises, sing new songs, count, dress up, sit nicely, share, read together, tidy up. 

· We enjoy doing things when: we can play, use the interactive white board, have DVD stories.
· It is fun when: I feel good in my tummy, other people make a present to make me happy, people help you.

· I like to be good at things/ try my best because: the teacher says wow & well done, you get a sticker, you get excited, teachers come and look, someone shakes your hand, people smile at you.

Some examples of what KS2 children said:

· You can learn to: read, write, play a musical instrument, be sociable, develop friendship skills, become a good writer, play loads of sports & get fit, know how to be healthy.

· Learning is enjoyable when: you work in groups, get up & move around, do practical things, when everyone has a turn.
· What makes me what to achieve: knowing my targets & how to get them, wanting to get a good job later on, getting stickers/merits, showing your work in assembly, learning just because it is interesting to find out about new things.

