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Pupil Voice

	Cue cards
	These can help to develop an uninterrupted narrative, rather than a focus on a series of questions.

Cue cards, depicting: people, actions, thoughts, feelings, actions and consequences, can help to prompt children/young person to give fuller response. Works best if participants are familiar with the meaning assigned to each cue card.


	Diamond ranking 
	Pupils name an aspect of school which they like, or think they have a lot of choice. This is followed by the opposites (e.g.  don’t like) and then “in between “ responses. Each example is written / drawn on post-it note and a diamond or rectangular shape of responses is built up.
The resulting shape can encourage further discussion. 

Can be done with individual pupil or small group.
Aspect of school life can be varied.
This approach has been found useful for children and young people with speech and language or learning difficulties, or emotional needs. It enables comparative judgements to be shown, without the need to verbalise the nuances of difference

Has been less successful with young people with autism, where the “neat” placing of post-it notes has been a barrier.


	Drawings and paintings
	Pupils can draw about they like and dislike; feelings; worries; hopes and dreams; situations to help describe/explain what has happened.
Drawings can also be used to help children understand what has happened and to help them be safe. 

Drawings can be linked to particular interests – for example some one who has an interest in Maths to make diagrams or pie charts.


	“Mat “techniques
	Pupils can stand on different mats or put objects/symbols on different mats to make choices/express an opinion. For example child moves onto chosen response mat from a choice of four graded “smiley designs”. An alternative is  three mats linking with traffic lights approach.


	Motor tasks
	· filling pots to show strength of feeling – fuller pot indicates stronger feeling)

· rolling out a piece of fabric  to show strength of feeling

· In using these concrete approaches may need to start with giving opinion about very familiar experiences/ strong feelings, e.g. food liked/disliked



	Photographs

Filming
	Pupils can take pictures of what they like and don’t like doing, activities and environments that help/hinder their learning, record a piece of completed work.

They can be used as a prompt for discussion.


	Picture and symbol cues
	Can be used to: prompt discussion; as part of sorting activity ; to reflect on different aspects of learning. Having a concrete picture cue and something to do ( moving cards) can help discussion.


	Puppets
	Can be used to act out a situation, remove the focus from the child. Child may prefer to “talk” to  the puppet.
Puppets can also be used to act out scenarios.


	Questionnaires
	Can be designed or rephrased by children and young people.


	Role play
	To help to understand different perspectives, to practise skills , for adults to model to children and young people.


	Story telling
	This can be based on something child has experienced or to help explain a situation and what to do. Can offer variety of outcomes.



Instructions for card activity

· Print off copies of: card sheet, some, all, never sheet and pupil voice sheet

· Cut up card sheet 

· In a small group sort the cards into how often these approaches are used in your school using the sheet
· frequently

· sometimes 

· never

· We have included some blank cards so you are not restricted by the examples we have given

· Share with your group an example of an approach that is frequently used with a particular pupil / group of pupil

Enabling pupils to participate and give their views

	Frequently
	Sometimes
	Never

	
	
	


