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The Great Plant Hunt
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Are you using your free primary science resources? 
There’s never been a better time to get involved in The Great Plant Hunt and enjoy fun and free educational activities in the classroom, online and outdoors. There are plenty of things to see and do now or you can plan the project into your spring and summer term activities. The project is clearly linked to the national curriculum and can be used as a resource to link your teaching to the theme of ‘Earth’ for National Science and Engineering Week (12-21 March 2010) and the International Year of Biodiversity in 2010. 
Treasure chests went to all UK state maintained primary schools in March and since then thousands of children have been plant hunting. It’s easy to get involved by accessing everything you need to take part on the website including all the teaching resources and extras such as films and interactive games – visit www.greatplanthunt.org. Each year group has a set of tailored activities all clearly mapped to the national curriculum with familiar teaching processes and concepts. The Great Plant Hunt is funded by The Wellcome Trust and produced by Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
Join thousands of teachers and children having fun as they learn with The Great Plant Hunt

"The teacher's handbook and the individual booklets for the year groups are so detailed and well-thought-out, we have all found them incredibly useful and inspiring."  Teacher, All Saints’ Church of England Primary School, Leek Wootton  

“I want to learn more about plants because before this project I just thought they were pretty but now I know about the different places they grow and the different ways in which people can use plants”. Pupil, P6, Woodmuir Primary School, West Lothian
“We would like to thank you for the chest full of brilliant resources and for a great website. I will never be stuck for planning again.” Teacher, Church Vale Primary School, Mansfield
See who is plant hunting near you and create your free school account to see your school on the map - come and join the fun!

To receive our e-newsletter send an email to us at: greatplanthunt@kew.org.
An ideal free resource to link your teaching to National Science and Engineering Week
If you are looking for resources that fit the theme of ‘Earth’ for National Science and Engineering Week, look no further!
The Great Plant Hunt offers safe yet stimulating opportunities for school-based enquiry and investigation into fascinating UK native plants. The project encourages children to explore the natural world around them and provides a guide to a range of scientific processes, helps build technical skills and understanding and supports the development of critical thinking. 

Activities for each year group are clearly mapped to the national curriculum. Broad themes include: the variation of plant life and different habitats; plants as living organisms; the importance of plants in everyday life.
"At Albemarle Primary School we were completely inspired by your treasure chest. With such well-thought-out resources and planning, we decided to base our entire science week around the theme of Darwin and The Great Plant Hunt…It was a fantastic, fun-filled educational week inspired by your resources. Furthermore children who protested they didn't like nature are now completely engrossed by the natural world, so much so that they have been collecting examples from home!" Science Co-ordinator, Albemarle Primary School, Wimbledon
An ideal free resource to link your teaching to the International Year of Biodiversity in 2010
The Great Plant Hunt helps children recognise biodiversity in their own environment through activities that are tailored to each year group. These are all clearly mapped to the national curriculum with familiar teaching processes and concepts 
Activities such as the ‘Thinking Walks’ help children discover the different plants and habitats in their surroundings. They also learn how important plants are in everyday life and why it is important to protect them.  Walks can be done within or outside of school grounds and are an opportunity for focused, detailed observations as well as data collection. 

"We were amazed to find how many different kinds of wild flowers grow in our school grounds. We did our thinking walk every day and our path took us through our woodland copse. We were shocked to find baby trees growing but there was no sign of their parents! We found oak, ash, sycamore and yew growing up through the ivy on the ground." Year 2, St Joseph's school, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan

“We went on thinking walks every week and read the biography on Darwin everyday. It was fascinating! We studied Darwin by collecting seeds, collecting flowers samples and putting them on a sticky card, making habitats (mine was a pond) watching videos, planting sunflowers, planting mystery seeds and doing a daisy count. Even after school finished I kept on thinking about Darwin every time I went up the hill or saw a new flower.” Pupil, P3, Woodmuir Primary School, West Lothian
 
NOTES: The Great Plant Hunt is funded by The Wellcome Trust and produced by Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: please email harriet.williams@kew.org. For pictures and logos, please call Megan Gimber on 020 8332 3824 or email m.gimber@kew.org. 
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