Muhammad (PBUH) was born in Mecca in about 570ce.  Both his parents had died by the time he was six years old.  So he went to live with his grandfather.  His grandfather also died just a few years later.  Finally, he went to live with his uncle.  Muhammad (PBUH) would go on journeys to trade goods with him and eventually became a trader himself.

Muhammad (PBUH) was well known for being honest and reliable.  When he was 25 he married his employer, a rich widow called Khadija, she was 40.  He could have had a very easy life, but he was unhappy with life in Mecca.  Rich people were mean to poor people.  In the city there was gambling, people got drunk and some were violent.  Women and children were treated cruelly.  The people believed in many different gods and they worshipped all sorts of idols.

Muhammad (PBUH) was a person who thought very hard about life.  He would go to a cave in the nearby mountains to think, to pray and to be alone, sometimes he would pray all night.  One night in 610ce he believed that he saw a vision of the angel Gabriel.  The angel told him the words of Allah.   Muhammad (PBUH) had never learnt to read or write so he learnt to recite the words that he heard.  These became the first words of the Qur'an.


After this experience, Muhammad (PBUH) told the people of Mecca that they should not worship idols or other gods any more and that there was only one God, Allah.   Some people became his followers, although many turned against him, they thought he was lying or even mad.

In 622ce some of the most powerful people in Mecca were so angry with Muhammad (PBUH) they planned to kill him.  Muhammad (PBUH) and his followers were forced to leave Mecca and went to live in Medina, a city to the north.   Muhammad (PBUH) began the first Muslim community in Medina.

Over the years that followed there were many battles between Mecca and Medina.  In 630ce Mecca was finally defeated and Muhammad (PBUH) returned there victorious.  He let his enemies go, insisting that all the idols were destroyed.  The people accepted Islam as their religion.

Muhammad (PBUH) died in 632ce and was buried in Medina.

