


Hertfordshire Primary RE Scheme of work launch 
Welcome to Godly Play
Background

Godly Play has been developed over thirty years as a way of nurturing children in the Christian faith.  However, it has its roots in the Montessori educational tradition.   Based on research with children, it respects their spirituality and encourages them to use their imagination and curiosity to explore the meaning behind religious stories and the language of religion.

The aims of Godly Play

· To help children encounter and engage with stories from the Judeo-Christian tradition

· To help children make connections between these stories and their own experience

· To support spiritual development

· To help children understand the genre of religious language.

Godly Play  

·  Is a discovery method of teaching and learning

· Is focused on the needs of the whole child

· Is multi-sensory – combining language and play

· Encourages a calm, quiet and deliberate way of working

Godly Play sessions
Children are welcomed into the Godly Play space.  They sit in a circle. The story is told using special materials.  These are usually three dimensional figures crafted in natural materials.   
The children are invited to ‘wonder’ about the story and explore how they are connected with it.  They can decide on their own response to the material thorough art work or retelling the story with the original materials or through games, maps or books.  At the end of a Godly Play session they have a ‘feast’
Wondering Questions

These are the key to discussion of the story.  Depending on the type of the story, a different format of questions is asked.  For sacred stories, (usually Old Testament) questions invite them to become part of the story

· I wonder what part of this story you like the best?

· I wonder what part of this story you think is the most important? I wonder if you are in this story and that the story is in you?

· I wonder if there is any part of this story that you would like to leave out... and still have all the story you need?
For parables the questions ask about their perceptions of everyday life

· I wonder if this character etc has name?

· I wonder what it is like to be here? I wonder what this might really be?

· When different parts have been wondered about... I wonder where this whole place might really be? 
For liturgical stories – about baptism, Easter, Advent, Christmas.  Sacred story questions are supplemented by
· I wonder if you have come close to this?

· I wonder where this might be when it's not there? 
· I wonder if you have seen something like this? 
· Depending on the material - I wonder if you have touched-smelled-heard etc something like this?
Godly Play in schools
Between 2001 and 2003 the National Society ran a project to develop Godly Play in schools.  Accounts of the project can be found at www.natsoc.org.uk/schools/gp  One teacher recalls the impact of Godly Play.

‘I think that sessions of this sort encourage the development of the following qualities in my pupils:
(a) independence
(b) thoughtfulness
(c) raised self-esteem
(d) better reasoning skills
(e) a sense of 'belonging' to the group.

Learning about Godly Play has had an impact on me personally in that I have been prompted to examine my approach to teaching, not only in RE, but across the curriculum.
The teacher also spoke about the creative thinking of the children, their calm and purposeful behaviour, strong evidence of children trying to get to grips with meanings. They enjoyed the more open-ended tasks they had and they took the lead in working through their ideas.

Wider Implications of Godly Play method

Godly Play helps children to understand the genre of religious language, both verbal and non-verbal but it has wider implications.   The key to its success is the reflective questioning and openended responses it offers.  Its method is also effective in helping children use story in emotional and social development.  Jennifer Fox Eades in her book ‘Classroom Tales’ adapts the ideas behind Godly Play for a wider genre of stories such as traditional tales.  

Useful Contacts
Revd John Fellows
40 Churchfield, Harpenden, Herts 01582 764738 cft-cfellows@tiscali.co.uk 

Godly Play resources are available from the St Albans Diocesan Resources Centre, Holywell Hill, St Albans or at High Street Methodist Church Harpenden (01582713056)

Revd Vanessa Cato St Alban’s Diocese Adviser in Children’s Work (Herts)  cwaherts@stalbans.anglican.org

Visit the U.K. Godly Play website www.godlyplay.org.uk for information re training events at the Godly Play classroom near Cambridge.,. information re materials for teaching.. information about the network of people interested in Godly Play.

Godly Play Materials: contact

St Michaels Cottage Crafts Bowthorpe Community Trust Bowthorpe Hall Road Norwich NR5 9AA Telephone 0.1603 745106 email bowthorpecommtrust@lineone.net

Ask for the Compute Guide to Godly Play catalogue 

Also Godly Play Resources 122 W. 8'`' Street. PO Box 563, Ashland, Kansas 67E'31, USA email www.godlyplay.com
A number of people are available to give advice/support information can be found on the UK website

The Heart of Godly Play

Creating sacred Space

How we are with the children

How we dialogue

How we support silence

Building and Working in Community

How we are with the children

How we dialogue

How we support silence

How we support the circle of children

Learning the Religious Language

How we tell stories

Have we made the story our own?

Do we convey a love of the stories

Using religious language to make meaning

How we support the wondering

How we support silence

How we support the response time
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