Speaking and Listening

Camp Primary and Nursery School

Camp Primary and Nursery School is a thriving multi-cultural school in St Albans. The ethnic mix of the school, although changing, has just under half of the pupils coming from White British families, with around equal numbers coming from Bangladeshi families. Other ethnic groups represented include Indian, Pakistani, German, Italian, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Moroccan and mixed-race pupils. This means that we are quite different from most other schools in the area. It is this diverse mix that gives the school its distinctive ethos.

We decided to take part in the Speaking and Listening project for several reasons. Firstly, our high proportion of EAL pupils (53%) means that many children start school with little or no English. Their very low baselines upon entry mean that end of Foundation Stage scores for Literacy are lower than both the national and LEA averages. Throughout their schooling, and particularly in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, our EAL pupils need high levels of support with the development of speaking and listening skills. Secondly, we felt that the development of ‘Emotional Literacy’ skills are also important for many of our children with emotional and behavioural needs, who struggle to express themselves. Over the last five years we have focused heavily on the development of teaching and learning in Reading and Writing. We felt that our knowledge and confidence in the effective teaching of speaking and listening skills, and the strands within the teaching of speaking and listening, seemed a logical priority. Our speaking and listening focus has been very successful and has included staff development, purchasing of resources and whole school events.

The Literacy Subject Leader has delivered three ‘Speaking and Listening’ INSET sessions using the PNS professional development materials. These sessions have supported teaching staff to develop their knowledge and understanding of the role of speaking and listening in learning and to increase familiarity with the four strands of Speaking and Listening and the progression within each strand. Further INSET sessions are planned for next term.

As a school included in the speaking and listening project we were able to access a ‘Guided Talk’ INSET for our staff, delivered by the county EAL consultant, Ann Scorer. This session provided us with a range of materials to support and scaffold children’s talk. We are hoping to purchase a set of ‘Speaking Frames’ for use in Key Stage 2, which were recommended by Ann Scorer. 

Alongside our speaking and listening focus, we have been focusing on the development of Guided Reading, as a medium for developing our children’s reading, alongside children’s speaking and listening and group interaction skills. Staff attended a ‘Guided Reading’ INSET delivered by two Literacy consultants in the Autumn term. All classes now have regular Guided Reading sessions outside of the Literacy hour. We have purchased new Guided Reading resources for Key Stage 1 and 2. Staff and pupil feedback is very positive. Our Literacy Subject Leader is carrying out observations of Guided Reading sessions, with a focus on the development of speaking and listening skills, in all classes from Reception to Year 6 in February/March 2006.

Staff are now identifying speaking and listening opportunities in their Medium Term and Weekly planning, including planned opportunities for children to talk, planning for key questions, and opportunities for children to ask questions. We are now teaching speaking and listening objectives more explicitly through a cross-curricular approach. Most teachers are now planning Literacy in two-week blocks with one week focusing on reading and the following on writing, incorporating speaking and listening activities to enhance understanding of shared reading texts and to support, scaffold and prepare for writing.

In November 2005 we used our funding from the Speaking and Listening project to help organise and fund a ‘Storytelling Week’, during which classes focused on oral retelling of stories and had the chance to buy books at a one day Book Fair. A local storyteller, and parent, Kathryn Holt came in to run story-telling sessions for Nursery children. All children from Reception to Year 6 were involved in a ‘Storyfair Day’ with a storyteller called June Peters. It was a fantastic day, enjoyed thoroughly by both staff and pupils, which involved storytelling workshops for Key Stage 2 children, where they learnt and practised skills for oral storytelling, and then told their stories to Reception and Key Stage 1 children.

We plan to continue our emphasis on the explicit teaching of speaking and listening skills, promoting a cross curricular approach. Two members of staff have recently attended ‘Talking Partners’ training. We hope to incorporate ‘Talking Partners’ into our Key Stage 1 Literacy provision, and possibly into a programme to support speaking and listening development for pupils in Key Stage 2 with Special Educational Needs. We are also hoping to purchase further resources to support speaking and listening, such as Dictaphones, stories on CD, and a set of ‘Speaking Frames’.
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