Ideas for using ICT to teach MFL in Primary Schools

Interactive Whiteboard

WORD LEVEL

· Write a list of words in a Microsoft Word Document or on a FlipChart using the Text feature(Active Studio or Promethean) Then use the Conceal/Reveal tool to hide the English definitions of the words. Click on this link for an example using pictures, text and sound files on Smartboard animaux.notebook
· A list of words can also be covered and students have to try to write as many of the words as they can remember.

· Powerpoints can be shown on the IWB and can contain pictures representing vocabulary eg. Clothes, animals.  Pupils can be encouraged to predict what picture will be next, etc to practise this vocabulary. Click on this link for a Powerpoint of the parts of the body lecorps labelled.ppt
· Noughts and Crosses - you can play noughts and crosses (jeu de Morpion) on the IWB but use images in each of the squares.  So a student who wants to use the bottom right hand corner will have to say  jumper, or whatever the name of vocabulary in that square.  This also works well with directions using arrows, or for telling the time. Click on this link for a game of noughts and colours practicing the colours in French jeu de morpion.notebook You will need to make a note of where each colour is by previewing this game. The class can work in two teams and guess which colours are there. As they guess the correct colour you drag the white square off covering the colours and drag a nought or a cross into place. Each colour has a sound file to model good pronunciation.
Sentence/Dialogue level

· Dialogues can be written on the board in a flip chart using the text feature.  Use different colours to represent different speakers.  The dialogue can then be jumbled up and put back into the correct order.  Pupils can re-order, or find the beginning and end of parts of the conversation.
· For speaking/ pronunciation practice, pupils can then read the dialogue chorally as a class (e.g boys read one part/ girls another) before pairwork.

· Another good activity with text or a dialogue is to remove all spaces so that pupils must read a long line of letters and decide where they need to put spaces.  This effect can be done using Microsoft Word, and selcting the Edit>Replace menu.  Type space into the Replace box, and click on Replace All.

Digital Cameras

· Pupils can record short presentations in the Target Language which can then be shown as a learning outcome or used as part of a lesson, for example as a comprehension activity.  For example, pupils can give short weather bulletins, taking the role of a weather presenter.  Other students in the class can answer questions about what the weather is like in a particular city.  (To do this they will have to listen to and understand each other’s presentations) In order to play videos on an IWB, attach the digital camera to the computer, and download the file onto your computer.  It can then be saved and opened when required.

Songs

· It can be useful to show song lyrics on the board when you teach songs.  All the class can follow/ sing together, and you can also blank words out to create a listening activity.  Lyrics for songs can be written in advance using flipchart IWB software, or downloaded from the Internet – e.g from http://www.momes.net/comptines/comptines-chansons.html which has hundreds of nursery rhymes and songs
DVDs and Videos

· Pupils can watch DVDs and Videos on an IWB which turns a classroom into a home cinema. It is important to find material at a suitable level. Early Start http://www.earlystart.co.uk is a popular resource available in French, German and Spanish with a stimulating DVD which has clips of authentic daily life for children in France, Spain and Germany. Teachers TV also has some free videos to download, although the language is more demanding - http://www.teachers.tv/video/browser/503/988
 The Internet
· There are some excellent websites such as http://www.linguascope.com  which need a subscription. These contain a variety of activities which pupils can use either to revise new vocabulary or as an introduction to new subjects.  Where pupils have access to headphones, they are also able to hear a model of pronunciation of new vocabulary. Click on this link for a comprehensive list of useful links for Primary Languages Useful links for Primary Languages.doc
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