Primary French at Presdales

As part of the Language College development plan (Phase III Community Links) Presdales School employed two members of staff (each on a 0.6 timetable) to introduce and teach French to Year 6 pupils in local feeder schools from September 2001.

As an 11-18 girls’ comprehensive school (1064 pupils) there are approximately 50 feeder schools.  In the first instance we targeted our principal feeder schools (historically) and those schools who had previously supported our out-of-hours French club.  We were offering to provide half an hour of French teaching per half class per week and we began with fourteen schools in September 2001, with a target of increasing by 1 school per year.  In fact we increased to 17 schools in September 2002.  

Teaching takes place during Primary Curriculum time.  Many schools were apprehensive about this initially due to the time pressure on the Primary Curriculum, but following evaluation questionnaires after the first term and subsequently, all schools were extremely satisfied with the arrangement.  Indeed, many schools had found the opportunity to work with half the class at a time very valuable, especially for ICT work for example.  Many schools grouped the pupils by ability and found they were able to use the time particularly for stretching the more able in preparation for SATS.

The aims of the Year 6 French course were principally as follows:

· To provide a full academic year taster course in French for Year 6 pupils

· To promote enjoyment and enthusiasm for language learning through a fun, oral based course

· To motivate and prepare pupils for learning a language at Secondary School

The Scheme of Work was created by us but is loosely based on the ideas of the QCA Scheme of Work.  Pupils work towards Bronze/Silver/Gold awards (devised by us) over the course which includes self-assessment, peer assessment and teacher assessment of their oral skills.  They are rewarded with a special certificate which is presented in the Primary School’s assembly, usually by us.  We have found these to be highly motivating.

The first cohort of Year 6 pupils to have been given this opportunity are currently in their second term of Year 7.  Background information about the language content of the course and topics covered were given to the Heads of Languages of the 5 secondary schools most likely to be affected by our scheme.  We are currently visiting these schools to observe Year 7 and evaluate the benefits of the Year 6 course and the impact on the Year 7 French curriculum.

In terms of future planning we hope to be able to provide a fast track catch-up course for pupils who enter Year 7 with no previous knowledge of French in other schools (having piloted our own successfully this year).  We hope to be involved in training in some form or other, either Key Stage 2/3 PGCE students or the training of existing Primary Staff to deliver French where there is already language expertise.
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