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Maths/ICT IWB Project 2008


	Year Group: 4
	Block and Unit: C2

	
	Lesson: 3 – Bar Charts

	Context: Link with geography topic – comparing weather in England & Zambia

	Learning Objectives:  Interpret intervals and divisions on partially numbered scales and record readings accurately, where appropriate to the nearest tenth of a unit; Compare the impact of representations where scales have intervals of differing step size


	Mathematical Vocabulary:  data, information, survey, questionnaire, graph, chart, table, diagram, horizontal axis, vertical axis, axes, label, title, scale, interval, bar chart, greatest/least value

	Resources (including ICT): Weather data (easiteach); Zambia weather (Word); Atlas & visualiser or class set of atlases; equipment for drawing bar charts.


	Oral Mental Starter:  Show examples of bar charts from atlas using visualiser – discuss the range of data that can be shown on bar charts.  (Alternatively provide chn with atlases to look for examples of bar charts).  Focus in on a weather bar chart from London.  Show an enlarged version of bar chart on IWB weather data easiteach file.  
Discuss scale used, gradually revealing clues so they can work out scale.  What info we can conclude from this bar chart.  Extension: - what if we changed the scale?


	Main teaching and differentiated activities:  Display temp and rainfall stats for Zambia on IWB using Zambia Weather (Word) file.  Discuss the range of data for rainfall.  If we were to put this into a bar chart what would we need to consider?  Discuss choice of scale to use.  Provide chn with a copy of this data.
Go over conventions for drawing bar charts and demonstrate the beginnings of a bar chart using grid paper on interwrite on IWB.
Chn to create bar charts for Zambia rainfall.

Provide suggested scale for less able.

More able – look at how bar charts that show temp and rainfall are shown in an atlas – try to create one of these.
Some chn could have a go on computers using http://www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/mentalmaths/grapher.html (bar chart creator website) (may be particularly helpful for less able).


	Plenary:  Compare Zambia weather bar charts with England ones using ‘weather data’ easiteach file. What conclusions can we draw from this?


	Assessment:  How accurately did chn draw bar charts?  Were they able to choose an appropriate scale?  How did their comments for comparing England & Zambia weather show understanding of the charts and importance of scale?
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