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Overview
Recently concerns have been raised about the use of whiteboards and data projectors in schools.   This sheet is designed to give you some guidance on the safe use of whole class teaching technologies (WCTT) in the classroom.
 Recommendations
In order to ensure the absolute safety of whole class teaching technology users, we recommend that schools:
· Make clear to all users that no one should stare directly into the beam of the projector. 

· Encourage users to stand to the side of the beam when working with a class.

· Ensure that when entering the beam, users do not look towards the audience for more than a few seconds. 

· Encourage users to keep their backs to the projector beam when standing in it.

· Ensure that pupils are supervised at all times when a projector is being used. 

· Position a whiteboard so that all pupils can reach it without standing on anything, or that any step is secure, level and low.

· Make sure that all leads are safely located, and that pupils don’t walk around the back of working areas which have cables. 
Fixed projectors are far less prone to cause concern than mobile projectors, as they are less likely to be at eye level and can be at an angle which does not point the beam directly into the retina.  If you are using mobile projectors, ensure that they are placed securely on a flat surface and that wires not a health and saftey hazard.  Try to position the projector so that the beam is not at pupil eye level (e.g. place slightly higher and angle the projector downwards)
Additional Information
A maximum of 1,500 ANSI lumens is normally adequate for projection equipment in most classroom environments. The only exception might be extreme ambient lighting conditions. In this case the advice is to use window blinds rather than increasing the brightness of the projector.

When purchasing or using a projector for purposes when it is likely that a person will be standing in front of the beam, consider using a method of brightness reduction, such as a neutral density filter or brightness adjustment facility. These modifications can be removed or adjusted for other purposes such as cinema projections, when no one will be standing in front of the beam, allowing the projector to be used to its full potential.

Remote teaching pads may offer a suitable mid-term solution for schools who are specifically concerned about the Health and Safety of WCTT.  These connect to the computer and control screen motion, but enable users to postion themselves behind or to the side of projector beams.

As yet, the health and safety implications of regularly using a whiteboard have not been fully investigated.  Therefore guidance is offered merely as a preventative measure.  As soon as the LEA have received firm guidance from either the HSE or DfES this will be given to schools.  Schools are welcome to contact the ICT Team on 01582 830325 for further guidance in the meantime. 

Source of information :

www.ictadvice.org.uk  
     (Health and Safety Section)
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